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he Preface * 
- His meaning was this ; 


Yal Diſcourſes of get- 
ing Jolineſs, aud getting 
ah Inteecſt in Chriſt: ſjo- 
 nifie little , -but, to amuſe 
the Hearers ; to raiſe their , 
 Seruples 'or  Apprehenſy As 
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EL. Ln, 


or the preſent, and then - 
leave every man tobe his: 
6px Confeſſor or Guide oY" 
bis way to Heaven, |ÞﬀÞ+ 
A certain Phyſt ician vis :; 
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. fig his Patient, left hin 
* this Receit for bis Health, 
© Sume  Herbam - 'neſcio E 
quam , © contra -morbum :; 
- neſcio. quem, & ſanateris.. 
| neſci quando. Diſſenters 
- Dagnng, feems Fs ſuch | 
4 Receipt far | the Cure af: 
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P © aud the Sacraments ; but 
i handle it inconfuſion, and 
f .. mingle # with their own 
 ' wotds, whereby it comes to 
 paſs,\ that the People are 
- ever Learning, and never 
able to. come to the leaſt- 
knowledge of the Truth. 

_ 2. They pretend much to 
the Scripture, yer: do :20t 
inftratt us after the pat 

- * fern of our Saviour, Mat. 
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| $5 and ſeldom put in 
L mind of this Nataral and 
&:* Goriftian Precept. What- | 
F. foever ye would . that 
' men ſhould do unto you, 
do ye even the fame to 
and the Prophets. Indeed d | 
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their by 2t ry pcm "3 
not to perſwade the . Love * I 
of God and our Neighbour,  _ | 
but to inſinuate after 4” 
cunning manner their jeds _ 
louſy of thigr preſent times. 
Read all their Books,(Bax-- 

ter himelf)and where ſhall 
ou find any thing ſo mat +. 
rial or d:vout as The 
whole +Duty . of Man; -: 
Kempis of the Imitatios A 
of Chri#t, - Drexelins of... + 
Eternity, Sr. Auſtin's C oh -j1 
te //tons, p &C wy 3 

3. By their An B_ 

and. indifereet declimatr> . 8 
ons. againſt NNN: 
never informing the people as 
the Seriptural and- true 
m_ 4 that Wo, 
A 4” 


Into. Darkneſs and Confu-' 
"fron ;- inſinuating as. if Su- 
opp imported. nothing 
E e, but a Worſpiping the 
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true God after A-manner 
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- wrpreſcrib'd by his Word; 
by an unprefer ib'd manner. 
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þ viledges c of Saints,Go 
*u- | Ordinances, 12. Signs of - 
Eleftion ; So ordering ihe -. 
matter, as tocut the broad - 
and narrow way both into. EC | 
' one, that a man may.go " 
| Heaven and. ll :he ſame. 
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| Elites, by which means 
"7 ſaith on) they had brought 
into Faſhion « Religion 
without - ' Morality , and 
. Grace without good. N 4 
2 ure. 
. You may read their 
Books and Sermons till 
... -Doomſday,before they give 


Lo ou any underſtanding of 


' This Article of your Creed, 
> T believe one Holy Ca- 
' tholick and Apoſtolick 
= Church ; How greatly ſor 


' . ever itt concerns us to be in 


form of this Truth, that 
whoſoever. lives and dies 
- owt of the unity of the Ca- 
tholick Church, lives aud 
Aies out of the Ordinary 
| way to Salvation. he 4 
EST 
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the moſt healing, Salves 
flgnifie any thing tos brokew 
Limb without ſetting it © 
right ? or the moſt popular _ 
Sermons to a Diſlenter, 

without returning to the 
Unity of the Church? Is 

any Doitrine pertinent to 
f his condition, but thd 
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which adviſeth:him to rex,” 
turn. whence. he i gow 
= T Dig” p) #7 Aen:fs:s th, W/ HI. | 
ray How can they (Woe |} 
in Unity that abhor all . 
Community of Divine Ser- 
Jn os go ; ” ee Gere, at te 
| Pic 49d Sacraments with -, 
s all the Chriſtian Churohes , -) 
of the World except them- - | 
3 || Jefves? Av if the Divine 
| Goodeſs had «6 all the - 
Warld in Darkneſs , but * 
themſelves. "Tis & K's _ 
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ave Cut themſelves. 


- of all other & hriſtians, that 
_ they may ftland 4pon their 
; fegle bottom. And 

| expound 1 the Prophe| 
Pamiel, zhe Revelation, 
the: Zrond” Epiſtle 70 the 
hefftonians , and'orber 


" Totl ie Terd er. 


ks, my. People; He n means © 
| Prelacy and Common road 


er : By the Lofts which © 


.£41e out of the bottomleſs 
pit, (they ſay) are-meant” 
Arch-biſhops,” and Biſhops, 4 
Deans,and Arch-Deacons, 
Monks and Fryers, whom 
they look 08 AS limbs. of 
Antichriſt. The Murder © 
of the bleſſed King Charles 
I. they juſtifi d out of the © 
little Horn in Daniel, and - , 
from the Beaſt. and. red -- ol 
Dragon #n the Reydatie = 
--Ons.. - On 
3 Anmdasfor the common © 3 
ordinary People, though + 
they will acknow! edge our” 
Moniitirs to have (as wie” | 
Author of the Er ena | Gf = i 
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Debate obſerves,) more 
' Humane. Learning than 
themſelves; yet they will 
| fienifie by the ſhaking of ll 
their Heads, how much 
© they pity our Tenorance of 
the Mind of God, - From 
the Churches Authority, 
they: will appeal. to Scrip- 
ture ; and that is to be in- 
rerpreted by the Spirit, 
and That Spirit #s in then | 
ſelves alone. 
All which, when a man 
Ferioufl coaſt ers, he can- - 
not but wiſh, that as there 
are Lans ſevere enough 
apain#t thoſe that counters. 
 - feit ana corrypt the Kings 
|» Con, .there were alſo 4. 
a Law ' Wn ſuch as abuſe 
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i To theReader. .. _ | 
|| and corrupt the Holy Seripe -- I 
| zures. OY 0 
1 But when you tell them {| 
of | of Schiſm, the Queſtion i® 
(/ay they ) who are the. 
of Schif maticks ? Not- them” 
w i ſaver, bor "the reſo - 
Y, | eftabliſh'd Charch, that has 
P- | giver ſo juſt cauſe for. thei - 
#- | Separation. The common 
3 | pretext of all the Phana- . 
w | ticks in the World, to break 
| the unity of theChurch upox 
7. | - ſappos d Errors and Super- 
!- | Rtitions, whereof they make 
'e- themſebves Judges ; ad 4 
h | Parties. Every thing they * * 
-. || - do not fancy muit be a 1uſs i 
' occaſion of Diſſ ent. - And 
= 7ruly, if every mans own. :; 
Reaſon mutt be Fudgt j ] 
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$  Zheceſe, or the Scripture 
W znterpreted by every mans 
''. Reaſon,: you ſhall rever 
Bu Thus the [ub-divided par= - 
WH 7c of- Presbyterians:, Tn- 
t - dependents, Anabaptiſts; . 
|  Millenaries, &c. . ju#ifie. 
F their ſeperateMeetings one 
| from another, Impeaching © 
| - one another more or leſs of _ 
| -  . Popery and Superſtition; 
E- The Baptiſm of Infants, 
- _ Churching of Women, 
M..  asking oor Parents Bleſ- I 
E- ing,are Relicks of Popery__ 
F-.. T/ay the Baptiſts,) "20 leſs" 
. © "tbanthe Surphice or Come. N 
| mon Prayer Book... | | 
|. * _ But when wecorſider ſe- 
| wionſy the Scriptures, Fo A 
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efperially the” Epiſtles, of Wh © 
B Paul; we find the Church © 
r+ MW (whereſocver diſperſed v5 _ 
JT wer the face of the Earth) foal 
= | #, or ought to be- but one 
” Body. or Socitty 'of men; 
” = (for by one: Spirit. we are - 
e all Baptiz 'd into one Boky 
e | /aith St. Paul, 7: 4M. - Fhat 
s WW the renting afſu = 
a | Boay ;; . and, ctting up. AL p 
WW 7ar againſt Altar, is a Sia 
2) that no-fretence. in the -. 
World cas excuſe ; for this: © 
Church being Toundet: on _ » 5 
the Promiſe of. rr | 
i {that the. Gates of Hell: = 
= hall never prevail azainſt © 
her] a feerrefram fundes ©: 
= mental Errors ; and theres. 
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To break-the Unity of the 


Ca tholick Church. 


Upon the whole matter, 
all the Preaching of Dil- 


| MNenters ſeems to me to tend 


ron0 Virtue or Goodneſs, 


 'b#tis a maze of words, 
ont of which the People can 


zever find the way to. the 
true Church, or true Reli- 


gion. 


I ran only to ay, that 1 
hap! the Reader , by that 


time he has nt over this 


little Treatiſe, will find 1 
have endeavour d to avoid 
thoſe Vices which 1 charge 
ans their Dotrize, But 
F expett to meet with vas 


C goes Fhe Pha- 
_naticks 
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naticks. ( {ay Nan) wil ths by I 
t.to take occaſion from 


this. Diſcourſe. of Confeſ:. 


ſion, to ſpeak evil of the . 
eſtabliſh d Church. . Tan. - .. 


ns ag we not ſeen. 5 
h of the miſtaken po" | 


| lien of hamouring that {art * 
of People, whazount every 
pap &fy..$HA ietaught 

or praffisia ain. the Chugs © 


< ſaith the ently. Bi of - 
Sanderſon, Y by of mal 


than Reeſon.. \Prelaop by: {5 
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-  Jor, Mr. Rich, Ir Hooker, 
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ood man, that the C 0 
a= f Souls requires. Conte. "$68 
on and Sacerdotal Ab-- 
ſolution , h 26 tefs than - 0 
reaching, orc rap 
In ſhort, ( Reader, ) if 
his Book have any - -—# *S 
or tendexcy to promote Vir- * 
tue or hogs —_ \ God, Fits 
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He I; Judge nent '- 
|| 1 | Cammonsp! - 
|. whichcontains theſe fo 
| general Heads, - , 
|  - 1. The certainty of: *: 
that OO. 
-: 2, Its Dreadfulnels. © 
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. The Neceſlity of 
viding”! r--it while 
ime is preſent with"us. 
he.:certainty of 

-Tis an Article 


many x para may be 
EIven for the Articles of 
Farh 5 yet there' is 
Far Che Infallible Reaſon 


*to.depend upon, and that - 
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-."I$;Drvine Revelation, the | 
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<cannot err, but 
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f if ſpall bring every wort wtd 
e || Judgement, with every 
k - ſecret | think whether it be. 
f | good or bad, Eccleb 12.14, 
e | The Holy Scripture de» -:; 
: # livers'it ſo frequently and ©} 
e | plainly, toleaveall men - 1 
f | [> un-excuſable who forget: ? {| : 
'j If, Wo © 
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1 2. Next: to. Divine Res: © 
© | velation, we have thay. - 
» # Univerſal Conſent of thew$:!3 
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and th: Day of- Fudge why: >. 
5s FF are words very often 1e-:"*#$ 
{ || peated in the Alcbyan:Of-: 1 
*S the Tw#ks : And the $pz> 
#afts, attheirfylt Ivar 3.2 

* tion of America, found 8: 78 
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7 and Writings, ) tells us: 
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_though the Affairs cf this. 


"T7 
| Belief of it - amongſt: the: 

- Savages rhemſclves. The }. 
Antient. Pagays did gene-- 
rally ſubſcribe to it :- For 
 Laftantizs.,, (a Father 
well read 1 in thetr Books. 


out of them, that, not + 
. only the. Sobole, but Mer-. 
carims Triſmegiſtus was of {k 
_ this per{waſion. . 

[That there ſhall-be a. $ 
ADay of fival Retribution, 
"hd appear dſo equitable. 
to-mankind, that by Na- 
rural: Inftin&t they. have. 
concluded itineceſlary. 

3. 'Tis: evident. from: 
_ the conſideration - of the 
- Divine Juſtice : For. al- 


preſent | 
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| ck World lis ants” -"M 


the conduct of Provi- 


| dence, yet there appears 


ſometimes no equal Di- 
ftribution of things ; Bur” 
as if ſome men were pu-_ 
niſhed for their Virtues, 
and others Rewarded for 
their Wickedneſs. Job is. 


ſpoil'd'of his Goods;Fohr 


Baptiſt 15-Beheaded ; and 
the Innocent Lamb 'of 


1 God condemn'd and Cru- 


cif'd asa MalefaQor ;In 
this life, The Race is not 
zo the ſwift, aor the Battle. 


[ #0 the ſtrong, 20r Favour 
# 70 men of Skill, nor yet 
| Bread to the wile; ; "8 


Time and E hance Hants. 
70.all. How many - live'. 
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Had fie without: any r re- } 
morſe in the poſſeſſion of 
' that :Effate, or Wealth 
which they have acquird 
by Fraud, by Sacriledge 
*or Violence ? Heiscoun- 4 
ted but a weak man,who - jg 
dares! not ftrain a:point Nv 
-of Conſcienceto ſerve his f 
Tatereſt..  *And- "beſides, 
conſider 'the- -uncertainty | 
. and - in-ſufficiency of all - F 
Humane ; Juſtice, that(not 
' *toMention its lyableneſs 


 Intereſt,)muſt pronounce 
-according, to Evidence, 
" not knowing whether 
that Evidence be True-or 
- Falſe: The late Faratical 
k - JI; {though ſuf. 
ficiently | 
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- *to Partiality;Prejudice or | 
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'e | ficiently attefted, ) whit 
h || have found but too many 


4 | Unbelievers, had not the 


| Confpirators themſelves, 
+ W toconfefs the Fat. Al 
{ Juſtice depends on the 


. Þ Veracity of the Witneſs; 
3 |þ 
| and that is fometimes io - 


F Judicature, 


— there, and the place 
a 4 Righteouſneſs, that Ini 
D 2 guity As 1:44 4 


= ower of a guilty Cone. . 
a riohel over-ruld the. 


1 Þ inviſible, or.uncertain, to - |} 

+ {| toall, but God, and his: ”- 
own - Conſcience - ths 

\. there ſeems to be a kind. 

| of Lottery in all Humane: 

E [av winder 

the Swn the place of Tudge* _ 


| 2vert, that W, ickednefs Was: - 
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". . faid tw my heart, God ſhall 

| Fudge the Righteous, aud 
- the wicked, Ecclel. 3.16. N 

"There is ſometimes no 

© propoftion betwixt «the * 
Crime, and the Puniſh- 
ment.-T'o inſtance that of # 
Perjury ; whereof though #8 
_ a man be fairly convicted ; 
by our Laws, the Penalty | 
1s ſlight in compariſon-of ; 
the Miſchief he has done, | 
How many hardſhips. | 
muſt the poor man ſuffer } 
at the hands of his Neigh- 

bour,that is ſtronger than 
He, for which no humane | 
Juſtice has.provided, nor | 
can. provide any Reme- 
dy? But God 6s juſt: 
_ And therefore, we muſt | 
- ey: con- |. 
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condos that Dnewhare _— 
or other Innocenee ſhall  . ? 
be remembred, and Ops. 
preſſion ſhall be puniſhd: 
This - conſideration may - 
oblige us to poſſeſs our 
Souls with content and 
Patience, 'to expe<Ct that” 
Equity ſomewhere elſe, 
which this World cannot 
give. 
In this life the Pre OV t 
. :dence-of God is pleasd _ 
f fotoorderthe matter, as_ 
not preſently to' render. 
unto every :man accord= - : 
ing to his Deeds. God is 
ſtrong and patient, ang'is 
provok'd-every day.iÞ% 
T abermcles of the Robbers 
hetek fa be Job ; T1 0.48 
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© . come to 10 misfortune like. 


ether folk, laith the Pal. 
iſt, who was ſurpriz'd 
at the contemplation of 
it. - As for Me, ({aith he,): - 
uy feet were almoſt gone; | 
mp ſteps had well nigh ſlipt, | 
when [ ſaw the proſperity of 
. #he wicked, He under- 
frond it not. Y, erily We 
have cleans d my heart in 


-  ©atn,and waſhd my Hinds. 


9 4 Ianocency, Pſal. 7 2. Let 
E. upon further conſiderati-. 
|. on, hes fatisfi'd, that God - 


- did ſet them in ſlippery. 


Places, but it. was only to. 
calt them down : And 


 thit at laſt for all their 
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"Prat | 
e ranks to a fearful WY T6 
þe This 1s further. Trepre=.. : 
d {ſented unto us in the pa= + 
f rable of Dives and Laza-. } 
) | ras, wherein Abraham 
; | thus expreſſes the Order © 
L of Gods Providence ; Soz,, - 
F remember that thou in thy-. 
- life time receivedf} thy . 
[ good things, and Lazarus 
; evil things ; But now Ht © 
8 i comforted,, and Flop 

p--- | 


yoo, Ye 
” ED L pO 
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art tormented. OF - 
. Some Gnners- are. met. 3 
- | within this prefent life, -- 
 ] that their Fates may be: -- } 
. 1. - exemplary to others; that 
| we may notthink theDi-. - 
 # vineFu#ie gx, 1 
with thole in Lew: Pſa 


= for it, neither 5 there 

— -Anowleage in the mot 

 t#hgh. Others (andthat 

the far greater number) 

he reſerves to receive:ac- 

cording to.their Deeds jn 
another life, _ 

_ Among the Attributes 
of God - there-are only. 
Three whereof we are 

. - Capable tounderſtand any 
_ thing; his Power, his 
"Goodneſs and his Futice.: 
 . Hts Power 1s apparent in 
| - the Creationof the World; 
his Goodxeff in - the Re- 
demption and Preſervati- 
az Of it ; his perfect Fa- 
#tce remains to be'mani- : 
. | feſted at the great day: of 
- Retribution. And bis 
EG ho 
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48  _ M 
the. Juſtice and Righte-  : 
oulneſs of God does -re- - + 
quire another Tribunal, * 
whence every man. ſhall 
be ſent to his - proper - 1 
place, to receive that _ 
doom that of right be- 
longs unto him. © _ 
firſt general Head,” the ; 
Certainty of that day;from + 
theſe three, -conſiderati- 
ONS. L_ 
| -I, It is an Article of : 
ST J&L on 4 
___ 2, Fromthe univerſal - : 
Conſent of the World, 

(very few excepted.) . 3 
" - 2..From the confidera- 3 

Y tion of Gods Juſtice. .;.,:  } 
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| ""TagT- =. 
The fecond Head | Is 
he Dreadfulneſs of that 
day. This I muft repre- 
+ Ent in the words of the 
Holy- Scripture ; where | 
we ſhall find. 
| 1, The mannerof our | 
Saviours coming..  : 
t --. 2, 'Theftrictand Im- * 
| partial Tryal that. ſhall - 
: paſs upon a Men. 
F 2, The unalterableneſs. 
| of the Sentence,and Eter= 


| nity of the Rewards and 
WH Puniſhments.. 


7. The manner of our- 
- Saviour's coming. If God 
thought fit to deliver his. 


s LFHaws from Mount Sinaz, 


| & witly fauch CIrcu ritances 
_ ramble; "=D 


"Irg} "M 
db with. Sh —_ n 
will he give notice of 'his - 


ſecond coming, to require! - - 


an account for -all the 
-Contempts and Violati-  - 
-ons of that Law? The - 
Sun ſhall be derkned (faith 
OurSaviourJand the Moon: - 
VP ſhell ot give her Lights | 
Wl Þ4nd upon the Earth di. 
| fireſs of Nations with per- 


pl exity; mens Hearts fail- 


ing them for Fear, and for © 
Jooking after theſe things _ 
which are coming '08 the 
Earth ; for the Payers of 
| Heaven ſhall” be ſhakeng. 
Luke, 21. 26. 

A {ſudden a unex- 
 petted Eclipſe of the Sun. | 
at no0n-day were enough 


"7107. 
to of priſe all the World 
with Confuſion and Me: 
"- Jncholly, IT R 
— Theconfternation ſhall 
be ſuch, thatrhe Kingrof 
the E arth and "the mighty: . 
men, and the rich men, 
(faith St. John) and every 
bond-man, and everyfree- 
. man. ſhall hide themfelves- _ 


| i Dens, and inthe Rocks" 
| of the Mountains ; and ſay 


| 70+ the Mountains and the 
' Rocks; fall on ws, and hide 

| wasfrom the Face of him 
that fits. on- the Throne, 
and from the Wrath of the 
Lamb; for the great day 
| -2, bis Wrath is come ; and 
©. mhoſhall be able to fand, 
- Rovek: 6. "ſs z ro 
And | 


4 4: 4 
"And further, in = 
| gays ſpall men feek Death, 
_ 4nd ſhall not find it, and. 
= ſhall defere to die, and+ 


Death joel flee from them, 


Revel. 9 

Then = Moon ſhall 
be confounded', and  the- 
Sun aſham'd (as the Pro-: 
phet ſpeaks) to diſpenſe. 
their Light any-longer to- 
ſenſeleſs and yoworthy: 
men : .'Then-the wicked: 


repenting &-groaning for. 


anguiſh of Spirit ſhall-ſay 
within themſelves, M:{d5. - 
CS. 0, 1 What hath. 
Pride profited us? Oy what: 
goog-hath Riches mwith.our 


vaunting brou2ht us P Alt. 


aſs things being peſt d'as. 
) my. 


I 
2X 


T1385 
ay like a /</ ih , PTY 


. -@ Poſt that paſſes by: Or 


4s 4 Ship that paſſes over 
the waves of the water, 
which, when it is gone by, . 
 -the trace thereof cannat be 
Found. For the hope of the 
#ngoaly is like duſt thats 
blown away with the wind;; - 
but the Righteous live — 
ever: F their reward al[o #- 
with the Lord, and the care 
of them # with the moſt 
. Fligh, V. T4, 155 
__ Agreeablyto this Saint : 
Paul (tiles it, the Day - 
Wrath, Rom. 2. 5. De--- 
_ . Þiſeft thou the Riches of 
- Gods Goodneſs and Fors 
© bearamee ? But after thy 
Harknds and Inpnin 
OY Me. ig 6 


| | heart , freaſuref Py unto 
2 th [elf if wrath: againſt t 


' the x4 of Grace and Pare- I 


| nities d abilities which © 


(one would think)" than, - 


-our Saviour pronounces IS 
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day - wrath, -Tt is call'd | 
the of Wrath becauſe 


don will then be paſt, = 
2. It will be a day of 
Ter rour, by:reafon of- the 
ſtrict and impartial Tryal 
that ſhall- paſs upon all 
men ; not only for the 
Eyil they have done, but - * 
tor the Good which they - © 
have left undone , ac- 
cording to the. opportu- 


they have had. 
What is more venial. . 


an idle word? And ye Th 


'D _ that © | 


Fn 7 20 Ju 
that for every idle word 
which men ſhall ſpeak, they 
ſhall give an account in the 
. ay of Judgement, Mat. 
. T2. 36. 
| Of idle words the H. 
 'Scripture mentions ſeve- 

' ra] ſorts, as Back-biting, 
Whiſpering , Tale-bear-- 
_ ing, Lying, Diflembling, 
. bearing Falſe-Witneſs a-- . 

eainſt our Neighbour ; 

Wi all whichare breaches of 

itt | of the ſecond Table. 

Wi: - And not only our 

j FE - Words,but our Thoughts 

Wt; | ſhall be Arra aignd at that . 

Ft Tribunal. . F, or the Lord 

| !Y ſhall bring to light the hid- 
den things of” Darkneſs, 


and. make manifeſt the 
CONN 


- = "= a * _- _ 
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 councels of the Hearts, © © 
x Cor.4.5. The Thoughts . 
of our Hearts which have  - | 
| had our Confent and Ap- 
_ probation, but for want - 
of Opportunity could not 
be acted by us: T here- 
fore it is that St. Paul calls 


I hf... 


'_ | them the Conrncils of our 
. '* Hearts. It 1s juſt with 
- | Godto callus 9 an ac- 


_ count for them : The 
© | Thief, the Adulterer, or 
the Rebel being never- 
. theleſs Criminal, , Though 
s | miſſing their Deſign ior 
t || wantof an opportunity. 
#2 Let a man imagine 
1 | how much ſhould he be 


e, concern'd , were all -his _ | 
E ſecret Vices on Works ': ; 


- 


"£ 


4 _ of Darknef to be expos'd 


"Tel 


and publiſhd before ah 
Affizes here ; and then let - 


him eſtimate: that - -pub- 


lick Diſgrace that Impe- 


nitent Sinners ſhall un- | 


dergo at (the laſt Judge- 


" ment. Thou aiuft. if fe- © 


eretly, ({aid the - Prophet 


Nathan to David;) but I 


| ; will dothis-thing before all 


A HRERT | 


Urael;.:and b fore the Sup, 
2 Sat. 12. Fhoſe Vices 


Fi that now ( like Letters 
Written with the Juice.of 


Lemmons)concealt them- 
ſelves from the eyes of 


ur - men, ſhall by the fire of 


that Judgement appear : 
fegible to all the World. 
oh hen thon ſaweit a Thief, 


tho 


thou confentedit unto him; 
' and haſt been partaker with ©. 
the Adulterers; thou gav'ſt © 
thy Mouth to ſpeak evil, 
and thy Tongue to frame 
 Deceit; thou ſat # and 
| ſpak'ſt againit thy Brotherz, = 
Theſe things haſt thow | 
done , and 1 kept fileme; -! 
= 7hon thought ft that Imas * 
| altogether ſuch aone as thy. 
» | /elf;but Twillreprove thee, 
5 | ad ſet theſe things in or- 
s | der before thee. ond 
fF | 3. Conſider the irre-.  ; 
- ÞF verfibleneſs of the 'Sen- + 
3 KF tence, and Eternity of the oY 
f | Rewards and Puniſh.  } 
F ments. Remember, there -- 
was no body to intercede._ 
tor the fooliſh Virgins, 
ok BR once. . -1 


Is 
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=O 
-- once excluded from the 
Marriage.; nor yet for 
. the unprofitable Servant 
- . that negleted his Ta- 
"Tent: They . repented 
doubtleſs, and that+bit- 
| terly too, but it was too 
 ' late: Afterwards came al- 
f fa the fooliſh Virgins, ſay= 
12 ing , Lord, open 10 us 5 
but he anſwer d, and (aid, 
verily 1 know you not Mat. 
24. 12. - 
As for the Eternity of 


the Rewards and Puniſh 


- ments, I ſhall only mind | 


' you, that if a Feaver of 
three days continuance 
be {o uneafie, what ſhall 
we apprehend of the | 
Worm that never dies, ' 

we — 


"F251 . 


. 
. . 
«WP 
. *{ - p 


ſhall be quench'd 7 Tis 


Eternally,that wouldhave 


. remain'd ſo long upon 
Farth. 

And {0 much ſhall ſuf- 
fce for the ſecond gene- 
; | ral Head: theDreadfulnels 
. | ofthar day. . 


ſinned Erernally, had they: 


and. the Fire.that never _ 


- Shu 


LL but juſt and reaſonable = 
for thokk ſinners, to ſuffer 


a 
en_—_—_— Coop of Sna—s= gots 


I. In the manner of our | 


f | Saviours coming. 

[= 2. Theftrit and im- 
d partial [Tryal that ſhall 
Xt || paſs uponallmen.. _ 
© 3. 'The unalterableneſs. 


Puniſhnients. © < 


of the Sentence,andEter- --*: - 
nity of the Rewards and oj 
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T 261. I, 
The third general Head 
is the Perſon that ſhall 
be Judge, and that is. 
- our Saviour Telus Chriſt 
in his Humane Nature. 
Hereafter ſhall ye. ſee 
. the Son of man ſitting at | 
the right hand of the 
- Power of God, and coming. 
ia the Clouds of the Air, | 
Mat. 26..64. the like we | 
_ have} in St. Johns Goſpel; \ 
The Father judges no man, 
but hath. commited” all 
| Tudgement tothe Son, Joh. 
3 22, To the Sor, accor- . - 
ing to his EternalGene- 


'Y _ _ ration? No, but ta the -. | 
F&- Sonof Man; forſoitfol- | 
lows, Aud hathgiver hins 
BY P wer to "Judge, becanſe he 


7, | 


wo ww 
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; the Son of man. S. Peter 


Fallo declares-it, As to. 
$42. God rais'd him up the 
© third day, and fhew'd him 
i operty, and hath command- 


ed Us to Preach unto the 


i is He which is ordaind: 
of God to be the Fadge 1 


both of the quick and dead. _ ': 


He hath | already dif- 


I charg'd the. Office- of a 


Gracious Redeemer, and- 


| is now attheRight Hand 


of God, performing the- 


part of a merciful -Inter-  *; 
| ceſſor for all unfeign'd- -* # 
-. þand penitent Converts? 3 

{ But ſhall appear- at the ---3 
laſt day -in quality of a.  . 3 


Juſt andunbyaG'd Judger *-? 
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peCt him no otherwiſe, 
He ſhall judge the World 


"with Equity ; More Equis 


ty than He found at their 


1 | - . Hands, when he ſtood 
© before the "Tribunal of 


Pontius Pilate. The Evi- 


dence ſhall be every mans 
Heart, that moſt Impar- 


tial and  unqueſtionable 


 Fvidence that will teſtific 
_ . the Truth, and nothing 
but the Truth ; » In the day 


when God foall judge he 


ſecrets of men by Teſus 
. Chrift; their Conſcience 


bearing witneſs, and their 


' thoughts the mean while 


accuſing , Or excuſi; 7g 07e 


: enother, Rom. 2, 20, 


- ad 


wile; 
Vorld 


Equi- 


their 
tood 
1 of 
Evi- 


nans 
JPar- 
able 
ſtifie 
hing 
- day 

the 
efas 
ence 
heir 
bile 


one 


from whoſe Face the Hen- = 


Book of C onfeience , and ,- 


had receiv'd, and oppor- '. * 
| tunities of Graw and Re- : 
 pentance when. TOO A 
Have nw, 4 


0 4 ) #- w«, " oY AE " . - ' , p v2.4 
r 4 » 4 ns \ Wo” , + @ G8 mp. ; 
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| And 7 ſaw a read abbr 
7 hrone, (Gith St. Johs,) © 
and f Fas that / at up03 t, 


"wens and the Earth fled 
away : And Tfaw the dead 
both T; mall and great ſtand 
before the Throne ; and the 
Books were open 1, ( the 


of Gods Omniſcience,) and 
the Dead were judg'd of 
thoſe things which are writ» {| 
ten in the Books, according og ] 
to their Deeds: Accord=- * / 
ing to the "Talents they 


wy b os * aa 
: ” Pd 


Nd this brings me to 
wp fourth arid laſtgene- 


3 l - val Head,-the neceffity of 


viding for that day, 
while time 1s preſent with 
us; 

"Let me therefore mind 
E- You, and my-ſelf ; that 

now 1s the accepted: tame; | 
How on this ſide the 
Grave, is the-day of Sal 


_.- Vation: Letus leave our 


beloved fins whilt- we 
have the Grace, and that | 
preſently: whilſt we have 


| ] 1 2 - the} tie. To day if you will | 
413 | Hear the V01ce of his Comms 


maniments , 7 ar den not 
your Hc | 

t# Conſfi der. the madneſt 
2. of Tun People, who, ha- 


OT 
ving Ipent the Health 
and Vigour of their days | 
in Malice, Envy, andall 
diſhonelty,. begia to ;re- 
pent at the laſt hour: And 
having hv'd.like Jews, .or- _ 
worle, then think.to.die 
like Chriſtians. True Re- _ | 
- pentance 15 never too late, _ 
but late Repentance'is ſel» 
dom true : Ido therefors 
intreat you not to de-. 
ceive your ſelves, as if the - 
bare. Hearing of this ,, or 
of any other Diſcourle, 
were enough to. prepare 1 
you for the laſt Fudge- 
ment, Felix trembled at. | 
Saint. Paul's Sermon - of. * 
Temperance, and Judge-' © 
' Ment to Come 3 nay, UP. - 
| E 3 - : Mtv 4 
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1x2) 
Devils themſelves Be- 
 Heve, and tremble at the 
W. ol of Sod. 
© What then ſhall Ido 
that 'T may eſcape the 
wrath to come? Is the 
material queſtion, to | 
whichT ſhall anfiver j ina 
few particulars, which L ] 
| Pray God to give us 
Grace to obſerve. 

y: Firſt, Conſider the eX-. 
treme vanity of that Re- 
pentance , or ſorrow for 
 1in, that never reaches be- 
 yond ſome faint reſoluti- 
"ons of amendment. How 

_manymen reſolve to be 

good, that never are 
good? It is in vain to 
__, that ether God 
h Or- 


or Man witl Scoop the - 4 
Will for the Deed, when  - .; 
there is Time and Oppot- Wo 
tunity of doing it. - _ . + 

IT. Conſider, our Bleſ: 
ſed Saviour deſcribing to 

- us the laſt Judgement, re- | 

preſents. the great Judge : | 
of the World, acquitting, -. 
Or condemning” Men :ac- 
cording to the good they 
had done, or negletted 
to .do : They that pave .. 
done good, ſhall go into... 
everlaſting. Life, and They ©. 

"that have done evil, bo: 

' £0 into everlaſting. Fire. pO 
was an hungred , aud: je © + 
gave me no Meat, Iivjas - 
thirty, and ye gavt.no- 
Drink : I was a ranges, - 

2 4 W.z 


£34]. 


took - 910" ot 2m >. 


—_— . 
', 


" nas 
© 5 _—_ and ye cloath d me 
 -. "Then | ſpall he ſay to 
| | = on the left hand, De- 
part from me , ye carſed, 
. znto everlaſting f fire pre- 
par d for the Devil and bis 
WF  Azgels, Mat. 25, WW 
E | ' 3 S - III. If yoube real and | 
.H -withoutHypocrify in this 
- matter,you will take no- 
tice of this advice ; and 
-*tis not mine, ' but the 
Councel of the Church of 
#1 "nes. If you be-un- 
19 | l \ feignedly troubled for 
| }  &. your Sz, and apprehben- 
_ Hveof your Eternal Web 
L- your _ think no 
uple of applying your 
- IF the Councel. of 
- your 


| £95]. 
your Lawful Paſtors, uwn-- 
ke the: Clergy have loſt --- 
_their Intereft in the Con- 
ſciences of the People, ﬆ5 - - 
not to be truſted in this. 
matter : But it is the ex- 
preſ3Order of ourChurch, 
_ asyou will find in her Ex-... 21 
hortation before Comm F : 
zion;and inher Office for i 
V; it ation of the Sich.-: - 


But ſome People, (obo. 
account all Popery that. is - 
taught or practis "a inthe | 
Church of Rozxe,) beſide - 
the Churches Authority, -- 


deſire to have Serignore | 


for 1 fo 


pray. conſider then, - 
St, "oy in the cateer.of ' 
bis ſins.; 5. heang: Don... 


- f ._ b- 
af wR ' % 


0361 - 

: from a we Qin to 
Ananias, that he might 
learn from him the way 
of life; and likewiſe Cor. 
_ to St. Peter, AiFs 

0.5. The Angel of God 
- Hs unto Cornelizs, and. 
Gi unto him, Cornelits, - 
# [ond men to Joppa, and call 
_ "for one Simon, Whoſe Sir- 
name is Peter : He ſhall 
tell thee what thou oughti# 
.'tg do, It every ſinner. 
were ſufficient to recon-_ 
Cile himſelf to God, and 
quiet his own Conſei- | 
FE cance, I underſtand not 
HES *._ the meaning of ” Pro» | 
ER phet Malachi 2. 7. The 
 Priefts Lips ſhould re- 
on - fo Anowleage, « the 
People 


WErY - 
People ſbould ſeek the Law 
at his mouth. . 
When mens E#ats are 
in hazard, they apply 
themſelves to their Lawy= 
ers; ; when their. Health 
is in danger, to the' Fo 3 
fician ; not confiding 1 in: 
their own skill: But every - 
man at the peril of his  -: 
\ | Soul will be his own Dj © 
vine, And why fo much- - 
 Conlultation with - the.  } 
| Lapyer about the ſecuri- 
ty of our Eſtates , and ſd. 
little with the Diving - 
bout the Salvation:oFf@ar © ? 
Souls ? Theſecret of it is: * 
this, we havea valuefor 
the Eſtate; .and little -or - 
no opinion of our Ss _— 


— 
J 


= manofan ill Conſcience 
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-... Or, if every man be 


— 
» w . 
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| kweggs toned no bodies 

- counſel; how: comes .it 
10 . paſs that they wreſt 
 & St. Pau!'s Epiſtles, and 
\ 'W other Scriptures to their - 


: .* What then . ſhould a 


oY fhallthePhyſficanadviſe, 
Þ and occalion of his Di 


þ A 2 . f ? 
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intelligent in the Serip. 
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- . 
- 


Peter ſpeaks? 


a. + a ” 


- 
= 


= + * gt 
» 


do, but apply himſelf to 


the Phyſician ? And what 


got knowing the fate 


Remper ? Our - Charch 
therefore , in the” Office 
aforefaid, requires a ſpe- 


EEE oo hon os. or 9h Ent 2 


Ba 
| feel 


feel his C onletivive nt trons. 


1 »a 1 9-4 


bled with any weilokh hiy 


rhatter : But where el ah. 
tan" (in Health or Sides | 
nefs,) whio, upon ſericus 1 


refletions,finds not fome 
weighty matter lying on 


his Conſcience ? Yet how. 


many thouſands of - un- 
happy people depart this. 
Life without any ſenſe or | 
care of their Souls in re- 
ference to: this - matter? 
Or- i it - fomettmes hax _ 
pens, that they have fo 
much- ſenſe upon choir 


Sick-beds, as to ſend for - , + 


the Miniſter ;- and He ac> = 


cording to his Dtty; ſhall = 
put them in mind of this .- 

Grand Afair their COM» 
' mono» 
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is W -mon Anfiver 3 is, ty are 
' fatisfid, and hope they 


have made. their Peace 
with God ; as if God had 
not. alr cady a pointed 
them to be Abſo v'd, and 
ReconciPd by the Mini 
fry of his Church, 

He hath given Power 
and Commandment to his | 
Miniſters to declare and 

pronoknce to his People, | 

(being Penitent,) the Ab- 

ſolution and Remiſſian of | 

- Epedy fo. © | 

 . The Father judges m0 . 
man, but hath committed 
all Fudgement to the Son; 

and the Son, until his ſe- * 

cond coming, hath. left all 

 Fugement- to wy Minis 
pr ers, 


V 


L4r 
f jr; ſaid St. ,C brofoftone - . 
I in/ib. 3. de Sacerdotio.. 
That there;can beno _ : 
Repentance without C one - 
feſſron of ſins to God; is ;; 
outof queſtion : And a 
for Confeſſion.to a lawful 
Prieſt, I ſhall give the 
Reader this following ac- 
"nn. - 
* 7. Tſhallfet Jown the | 
> | words of the Church .of _ 
: England. 2. The Judg ge- | 
ments of the moſtLearnd : 
Proteſtant Djvines ,- Pri- - © 
BY mate Uſher, Biſhop Talor, oj 
= Dr. Hammond, Mr. Rich- . 
| 7d Hooker, 3. The Cor : 1 
KN felons of the Reform'd -. :: 
Churches of Germazy. .4. © 
The Pre Uice of the pre- 
\ tent», 
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hs conncel , advice and com- 


fort 


i "The Pres - 


- I, Conftider the Antho- - 


ay: of. the Church of 


poland; The Miniſter 
is to” exhort the People 
before-the Adminiſtratis 


On of the Holy Commu- .' 


HON; viz. 
if there be any of you 


" wh cannot quict his own 
Conſcience, but requires *1 


- farther comfort or conncel, 
tet him come to Me,or ſome 
other diſcreet and learn'd 


ff Miniſter of” Gods Word, 


azd open his Grief, that he 
may receive ſuch ghoſtly 


- pts pre} Examples of | 
Ho Scripture. 


3 [48]. 
ronifort, as bis C _OIY ihe 
may be reliew'd * and that 
by the Miniſtry of Com 7 
Word he may receive com» 
fort an benzfit of Abſolu- | 
tion-for the quieting of his -* 
Confcience, and the. avoids 
ing all ſcrapte and doubt.” 
[n the Office for Yiſt- - 


tation of: the Sick; Fhe : ; 


fick perſon ſhall be moved 


to Lap a ſhectat C /onf ef 7018 


- » - . 


Fave oy tronbled vith « x7 
weithty matter , a, 


where is the Man <&& is: 
not conſcious .of ſome* : -. 
weighty matter?) After -- . 


which : Confeffion* "the 1 
Priest {ball Abſolve bind, So 
if he uy and heartily ", 
' are bl 


TT 
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W—— 
© Ow Lord 


believe 'in him, 0 


jor. 


defire it , after this fort : 

fr "fe us. Chrift 
who hath left Power to his 
Church, to Abſolve all fin- 
ners who truly Repent, and 
his great 
mercy. forgive thee thine 


offences; and by his Aw 


thority committed unto me, 


T abJotve thee from all thy 


fizs ;, In the-Name of the 


Father, and: of the Son, 


and of the Holy Ghoft. 


This ſpecial Confeſſion 


c and Abſolution (in caſe of 
- an 1ll Conſcience ) 
__ Chiirch hath expreſly 


[ls becauſe doubt- 


Our 


Teſs ſhe gd it - 2e- 


5 tt ' of 


We x 
« r R 
LL Cy BY p 
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147. I 
| "ad then if you _— "N 
f © know the ſenſe of ' the {| 
5 Bl Church of Explapda little. 
after the expulſion of the 


a Popes Supremacy, in the, 
4% days of King Heyry. VIE - 


take it in their. own. _ 
* words, ſubſcrib'd by Tho- - 
mas Cranmer Arch-biſhop 
of Canterbury, Edward 
Archbiſhop of York .Cuths 
bert Biſhop of Durhans : 
and all the Biſhops and - 
Clergy of England, out of 
"8 «Book call'd the Inſtitu- 
"MN tos of a Chriſtian. © ©. 
n Item, That this certain ©4Y] 
DUY Faith 2d Hope # gotten, = 
"#4 alſo. confirmd by:the. . 
_ Woh lying of Chrifts Wands I 
und and Promiſes of his Grare - 
rr = WY 


_—_— 
ot : _ Leno Saints in” 
bis Gofpet,, apd the Sucra- 
ments. raſtituted by, - 7 £1. 
the New Teftament.. .. - 
And therefore, to attain 
' to this certain Faith , the 
= /ccondpartof Pennance i 
© - zereſſary , that 5s to ſo, 
7 { Confeſhonto a Prieſt, if 
| = may be had : For the Ab- 
18 folution - given. by the 
Prief# was initured by 

. - Chri#t, to apply the Pro- 
'miſes of Gods Grace and 
 Favonr to the Penitent. 
Wherefore as touching 

* Confeſlion,we think it con- 
| © - verient that all Biſhops 
| end. Preachers ſball- in 
ferutt the P To commit- 
tea to ther ſpiritud 
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*y e, that they 


- "I 


* m 


* 3= ' q . * p 


muſt certainly believe that 


the mords of Abſolution _ 
pronounced by the Prieſizhe 
ſpoken by the Authority giv © 
ven to him by Chriſt is the 
Goſpel: 4nd that they ought 
and muſt give no leſs Faith 
and 6h A to the ſame 


words of Ablolution,, ſo 0 


pronoun d by the Miniſters 
of the Charch , than they 
would give to the very 
word and woice of God + 
himſelf, according to the - | 
ever {ins ye do forgive, 
ſhall be forgiven; whole 


fins ſoever ye do retain, - 


ſhall be retaind. '-4zd. 
, again in another place, 
who- 


FF + nA 4 NE «467, 


# «+ 6 


" ape heareth you, 
heareth me. 

Item, That the People 
'.. way in no wiſe contemn 
this Confeſhon,, which is 
m8 7:ade wnto the Miviſters 
| Y 1 $ © of the Church; but that 
= 8 | they ought 7o "repute the 


| ſame as a very expedient 
and neceſſary means,where- 
J 
Y by they may ask this Abſo- 
| lution at the Prieſts hands, 
ET; {a time as they ſhall 
Ib their C onſciences 
ry with Sin, tothe in- 
rent they may thereby at- 
tain certain comfort and 
| conſolation of | their Con- 
| ſciences. 
| This1n their Opinion | 
FT was no. Papal Doctrine ; 
er ons Cr an- 


LS on 4 9,4 990 et aaradtbager 


4 x, # ;< <4 ® * » 3.24 LT A 
, us ; N , 4 y das OO LOOT INIOES) 
s- c we re i . *' s 1 WS. 12's wo - 
DJ - \ [ . bs q - o way bo... 
b Ky þ X * 3'v EY 
* (] 
« 
- 
» 
= F4 . a 


 Cranmer, and thexeſt of - :; 
| the Pr. Biſhops ,. (except 
Fiſher) having before this _ + 
rejected the Popes Autho- -., 
rity. en, C- 
In the next place letus _ 
hear the Senſe. of the #+ 
Learned Primate Uſber, 
that great ſearcher into 
the Doctrine of Antiquit> _ | 
ty, Anſw. to Malone the  -} 
fel #it,printed anno 1925. - 
> Ov SE 
« It appears (faith he), 3 


off 


[ 


: ary exhorting of the 
People to confeſs their ' - 
<Sins unto their. Ghoſtly * -; 
© Fathers, makes-no ſuch * 
© wall of Separation' be- 
*twixt the Ancient Do- 
_ *Ctors and Us: Be it 
Es © 
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aps «th 
® * ther fore known, that ; 
. © nokindof Confeſſion, El 
*ther publick ot private, || 
4 *is difallow'd by us, that | 
*15 any way requiſite for | 
* the due execution - of | 
* that Ar cient. Power of - 
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ﬀ beſtow on his 
* Church. The thing 
*< which we teje&t, is the 
*the.new Plid-loel of Sa 
| tf Conf cſſ104 Ob- 
trudcg {1 FUpon Us; as 8 
f ſary th Sal- 
* vation, \. by tlic Council 
of Trent. 
' Here the Reader may 
obſerve his allowance of 
the thing, ſeparated Tom” 
. the abuſes thereof; 
HE 
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ET T3 
when tt 15 made a Pick 
lock of Secrets; under \- | 
ſtanding by Secrets, not | | 
T mens ſecret ſins againſt 
$ God, but I-trigucs of this: 
World. And I pray 
obſerve his following . 
wor ds, Vis ol 
[tis found true by - 
* often experience (p.89.) - * 
* that the wounded Con- 
: ' lence will ſtill pinch 
*grievouſly, notwith- 
 fagding the Confeſſiox 
* made unto God in ſecret. 

* At{uch a time as this . + 
then, where the Sinner © 
can find no eaſe at home, -: 
* what ſhould he do, bue. 4 
- uſe the beſt means he. :-.- 4 
«canto find it abroad ? I; © © | 

6. Mon 


FT 
Fehere 20 Balm in Gilead? 
* ©Is there no Phyſician 
* ©there? No doubt but 
* God hath provided both 
*the one. and the other 
* for Recovery of the 
6 Health of the Danghter 
* of his People: And St. 
© James hath given his di- 
© rettion, Confeſs your ſin: 
078, to auother , that you 
© poby be heal d; "Accord: 
Eing to which preſcrip- 
*tion Saint Baſil well ob- 
* fix ves , the very ſame 
<courle is to be held ir 
* the Confeſſion of ſins , a: 
© in the opening the Di/ 
| *ſeaſes of the Body; A 
FE. <men do not difcove 
|: 3 1 "Etheir oy Diſcafes 4. 
7! 3 1 _— 6g) 


053}. 


6 al and . every foie of 
*People, but to thoſe that 
6:re $kilful in the Cure 
© thereof : Even fo SS | 
* the Confeſſion of our fins 
© to be made unto ſuch as ._. 
* zreable to Cure them +: - 
*according to that which 
© is written , Ye that are | 
; ' frong, bear the. infirmi- 
* ties of the weak. LY 
And further, (pag.127 4-3 
* That this Authority + 
* Looſing, remains ſtill 1n * 
*theChurch,we es.” 7 4 
*1y maintain againſt the 53 
©Hereſie of the Moxtaniffs- 2 
"and Novatians, who,up- 
© on this pretence, among : 4 
© others, (that God ne 7 
. had Power to remit” 
&c 2 Sins 


—_— 


"1141. 


* took. away the Miniſte- 
 *rjal Power of reconci- 
© ling Penitents, which is 
* dire&ly contrary to the 
Doctrine deliver'd by St. 

© Paul, That if a man be 

þ « overtaken i in a fault, they 
* which are ſpiritual ſhould 

2 * reftore ſuch 4 one in the 

= 2 "ſpirit. of meekneſs : And 
* particular ly .concerning 
it the Inceſtuous Corinth;- 
SE: * az, who had been Ex- 
, 3 | Ke. : hs « « communicated ; the A= 
BE £potic tells the Church, 
* that they ought to for- 
.* owe him, leaſt he ſhould 
© heſwallow'd up of over- 
SAS < much ſorrow, 2 Cor:2.7. 
{:: 1 nn £ To whom ye forgive any 
| - | 3 | > Mong forgive ao, f 
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6 I forgave any thing, T for» <.* 
* gave it inthe perſon of 
Chrif, We 1% 7. 
" And again, (pag. 136) | 
*Howſoever others may - 
bring glad tidings of . | 
* good things to the Peni: 
© tenf ſinner,as well as the 
* Miniſter; yet neither 
© can they: do it with the  -: 
* ſame Authority, neither 
*15 it to be expected they -.- 
* ſhould do it- with ſuch -? 
(Power, ſuch aſſurance 7 
and full. fatisfaQtion to : 
* the afflicted Conſcience. : FJ 
d WW * And-a- private -Brother. 4 
r- | © in his place may deliver  - 
7. | Sound Dottrine , repre> 1 
2 | * bend Vice;exhort to:Righs | 
if | © teon(neſs very .commien- © | 
if :: G63 "aww 1 
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FS *©dably;yet hath theLord 
Ss I *notwithſtanding this, 
 * for the neceſſary uſe of 
 ©his Church , appointed 
| *publick Miniſters, and 
**oiven Them a peculiar 
* power to Edification. 
*So that you have done 
* us wrong, in charging us 
© todeny,thatPrie#s have 
© power to forgive fins; 
**For' the very formal 
* words whichourChurch 
F- *requires tobe usd in the 
3 ” * Ordination of z : Prie#f, 
| *arethele;WhoſeSins thorn 
EE © dof forgive, they are for- 
WB grips 
_—_ 8 ray, they arc retaind, 
8. * And therefore if this be 
BER all, we acknowledge 
—_—... MX 


 *moſt willingly, that the * 
|| * principal part of the. | 
2 i —_ Miniftry 15 exet> 
1] <cis'd in the matter of 
© Forgiveneſs of fins. 
*Yea, whether the Mt 
<.niſters. of the - Goſpel, *' 
© (pag. 146.) may Þe ac - 
* counted Judges in-lome 
« {ort, we will not rich 
©* contend ; for we diſlike 
© neither that ſaying of 
< St. Hierom, Qui claves 
* regnt calorum habentes | 
© quodamodo ante ate. 
© Tudicii judicant, Having . * 
* the Keys of the King- , 
*< dom of Heaven, . they -- 
< judge after a fort before -: 
© the day of Jud ement "I 
** nor that other laying of | 
G4 96 1 
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ry, Principatum 


| F b "*1i uperni judicii fe ortiuntur, 


-* wut wvice Dei quibuſdam 
 Epeccataretineant, & qui- 
 *buſdlam relaxent. Obtain 
<a Principality of Judge. 

* ment from above, that 
* they may in Gods ſtead 
"retain the ins of ſore, 
*relax the ſins of others. 
* All the queſtion ts,whe- 
*ther the Validity of the 
© Prieſts Abfolution , de- 

_ *pends not on theReality 
and Sincerity of our Re- 
"pentance from dead works? 
My poor Opinions, it 

s no.queſtion among any 


HREM. fortof Chriſtians, that if - 


_ *- heartyConverfion be wan- 
| ting, all the Ab/olations in 
Fea | the 


IP].  %®y 
the World ſhall avail us: I 
nothing : But withall, a | 
frank and particular C ON 
feſſion of ſins ſeems to my 
Reaſon a better Evidence } 
of true Repentance, than 
either a general Confeſſi= 
on, Or no Confeſſion at all. 
I ſhall only add a word . 
two 5 5a out of 
Pp Uſher, 4 -97. 
where he oof oY Ay * 
ftine ſpeaking of the. ne- 
ceſſity of Pablick Confeſ- 
fron, and Repentance - for - 
notorious Sins ; Nemo fioz 24 
n  Aicat, occult ago peni- " 
| Fentiam, apud Deum ago; --| 
* Povit Dems qui mihz Fg- OY 
* 20cit, quia in corde” 480 © 
"Togo f/ ine cauſa a GO. 
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———— 27M EE 
k < Apoftolis, gue folveritic 
W *zn terra, ſoluta erunt in 
* © ealis:. Ergo fine cauſa” 
WR *©*claves date ſunt Eccleſie 
! Y 1 i : * De ? Fruſtramus Ewan | 
SHR. ©orlimne Det, Fruſtramus 
© VerbiChriſti ? O ſuper- 
| *bacervix ! mens tortuo- 
© [4 1-&'6-- Auguſtin lib. de 

© Panitentia-que poſtrema 

' © eſt Homihia ex 50. 10. 
RE * Tow. Letno man ſay 
= knit, I ron 
- * ſecretly ; I do it before 
* God; God,who-pardons 

_ - me, doth know that I 
* doit in my heart: In 

| Syain therefore is it {aid 
< tothe Apoſtles, Whatſo- 
 * over ye ſhall looſe wn 
* Earth ſhall be loos d in 
FE EE IG 
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"T6 
6 Heaven: Are the Keys | 
 Þ therefore in vain given : 
4 El *to the Church of God? 
© i <Do we fruſtrate the 
- | < words of Chriſt ! Ds 
* || © we fruftrate the Goſpel 
” || © of God? OQproudneck! 
- | <Ocrooked mind, ce. 
c © Moreover, Gregory 
© Nyſſep, towards the end. 
© of his Sermon of Reper- 
< tance, ues this Exhor- ' * 
< tation to the finner,. - 
*ETNTPIVWON SEAYTON . 
 QOSON ATNASA1T, &rs. 
« AMiQt thy ſelf as much- 
© as thou canfſt.: Be fer» 
© fible of ' the Diſeaſe 
© wherewith thou art ta + 
* ken; ſeek alſo the mour- 
© ning of thy intirely. af. | 
_ S ſefind I 
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WEL © fefcd Brethren: to help 

WE © thee unto liberty : Take 
* likewiſe the Prieſt for a 
SK SK © partner of thine afflicti- 
HE! * onas thy Father: For, 
= #8! - © who has ſo ddamantize 
WE: <a Soul, thathewillnot Ml 
* condole with his Child? 
ny *ſhew to.him (without 
= *fbluſhng)the things that 
Fi < were kept ſecret : Dif- 
= * cover the Vices of thy 
= * Soul, as ſhewing thy 
BEE © hidden Diſeaſe to thy 
SEERE i -* Phyfician: He will have 
WEW| <f careboth of thy Credit 
REES © and of: thy Cure, &. 
HEM © Here Gregory Nyſſer 
SS < would have us to com- 


4 Fi ASS 
, 
acts ACT 
L es Mins Att. 
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ES: <municate our caſe to 
EE! Cfucha Ghoſtly Father-as 


—= 


"T7 "of 
(is Skilful 1n Phyſick of © 7 
+ this kind; and would, | 
*a Ml ©/out of compaſſion of 
ti- Wl © our Grief) apply him- 
Yr, fl © {elf to our Recovery. 
ze 8 © Therefore, ſaith Origen, 
ot il ©Circumfpice - diligentins 
d! il © cui debeas confiteri peeca- 
ut WW ©:um inum; proba price 
at Il © wedicum cus debeas can 
i= Wl * [am languoris exponere : 
iy | © Look about thee dilt- _ -- 
Ty 8 © gently to whom thou 
y || fought to confeſs thy 
ve M *lins ; Try firſt the Phy-. 
It MW *fician unto whom' thou - 
" || *ought'ſt to declare thy _ 
en || © Malady : Who knows, + 
7- || © to be weak with him .. 
to | ©thatis weak, to weep 
| © with him that weeps, 
_ *who 
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*who * underſtands the 
» Diſcipline 'of compaſh. | 


\ *on; that fo at length; 


" ©if he ſhall give any 
©Councel, thou may'ſt do, 
© and follow it. © © 

©'This kind of Medici- 
*nal Corfefton we will 


Eapprove of, and acknow- 


. 
= 


Mm <ledgeto have been or- 
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© dinarily. prefcrib'd by 
. © the Ancient Fathers for 
"the cure of ſecret fins : 
© But that new compen- 
© dious method of Heal- 
_ ©<1ng,invented by our Ro- 
: © man Paraceljans, ( Abſo- 
| £ Jation being too ealily 
. Csiven to Penitents) the. 
_ *©Fathers were ignorant 


The 


© hound : After 


6 F \ 
E The Laws: of the 


g * Church preferib'da cer- 
© tain time untoPenitents 


; wherein they ſhould ; 
© oiVe proof of the ſound=  . 


* neſs of their Repentance; . 


and gave order,that then  * 
© they ſhould be re ge -T 
*and comforted, left they - 
* ſhould be ſwallow d up © 


© of overmnch heavineſs > -_ 


*So that, firſt their 2 
* zance Was injoyn'd uns. 1 


*to them, and thereby-- 


* they were held to be -- 
perfor- of 
* MANCE whereof, they re- 

erv'd their Abfobution, Þ 
«by which they were 


© loos'd again. © But the © 


'S Audingy Heteticks,with- 5 L 
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'* of their Repentance, did 
_** vive Abſolution preſent-. 
*ly upon their Coxfeſion, 
 *as the Popiſh Prieſts ule. 
©to do now adays. For. 
© the .Papifts , after they 
© have given Abſolution, 
© do enjoyn. Pexnance tO 
*the Party Abſolvd, 
* which ought to go be- 
_ fore Abſolution. 
_ The ſum of his Opint- 
on 15 this, that Przeſts do. 
forgive or retain fins, 
while they judge and de- 
clare that they are for- 
given by God,or retaind 
| the original power of 
_ forgiving fins belonging 

to God alone ; All wu 


( if he pleaſes ): 
 Malone's Reply,ift he have 


£6T 


x kw to the Raiden. 


conſideration, who may 
conſult 


any doubt whether the 


Primate does truly repre- 


ſent the practice of the 
Church of Rome in thus 


matter. 


Tonly obſerve, how: be I 


aſſerts and approves of 


private Confeſſion to.. 4 


Prief, andof Abſolution | 
thereupon, 
profitable and medicinal - 
thing, not being negli- 


2S 2a moſt 


gently perform'd. 3 6 
In the-next place take 3 


the ſenſe of that excellent . 
man,Bp. Taylor;Gold. Gr. 


P. I 144: asf the exami- 
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ws L'0C} 
+ mation of your Conſcience, 
there is great wſe of the 
Holy Confeffion ; which, 
though it be not fo peremp- 
torily. commanded, as if 
without it no Satvation 
could poſſibly be had ; yet 
you are advisd by the 
Church, under whoſe Diſ- 


= - cipline you live, that before 


 yourecetve the Holy Sacra» 
went,or when you are viſit- 

ed with any dangerons ſick: 
meſs, if you find any one 


- ' particular ſin, or more, that 


as tot Fn. + 4: As af = Aa bas > ——_ — pe _—_— . Ro - — «- 
— wy = s gu —— : "CO OO. 9 " ODIN « « 
A&R. I %s —_— RNA gots renee 
" , ju 
a ___ 5 : > Y p Lin i > 
”" SF; T F - - £ b # 


+ DIAG i 4 ae oo ire OS ore 


—_” —— - 
s yo”— : y + PH» i OPER 
& £4 ihe cs ad Ate Fic «Aut << oi nd nt 
, "re * , v4 BITES Pr,” 
. - 
% -S 


lies heavy upon you, to difs 

burthen your-ſelf of it into 

the boſom of your Con- 

teflor, who, ot only ſkands 

| between God and You, to 

-pray for yan , but hath the 
power 


power of the Keys commit-. 
ted to him, upon your true 
Repentante., to Abfolve 
10u in Chrift 5s Name from 
thoſe Sins which you have 
confeſs 'd to him. 
f And having made choice 
'e | of (nch « Confefſor, who is + 
{> | every way qualifi d that you 
re WM ay truft your Soul: with 
a» i 4in,z08 are advis'd plainly 
:- WW 4d fincerely to open your 
ke WM Heart to him $5 and, that _ _ 
layins fide all confideratis 
ou of any perſonal weakneſs 
in him, you are to lbok-up- | 
ou him as a Truſtee from 
God, and commiſſion as 
his Miniſter, to Hear, awd © 
_ Judge, and Ablolye you 


| ; H2 . And 


- . 
Ine \.-* 


TEL Fro] 

SK Andfurther,Ipray ob- 
ferve the words of the 
Learn'd and. Pious Dr. 
Hamond in his Praftical 

Catechiſm, Þ. 67, 68. 1n 
Anſwer to this queſtion, 
oa: — - 

Why ſhould we confeſs 

_ fins to Men, and. particu- 
larly to Presbyters.? 
Becauſe we are command- 
ed by St. James to confeſs 
our Fanlts one to _anather, 
that we may be capable of. 
one auothers Prayers. 

2. Becauſe our ſins may 
poſſibly be ſuch, wherein 0- 
ther men are injur d, aud 
then -Confefſion to them is 
the firſt degree towards Re- 
conciliatiation, Mat. 5.2 4 
3 yeſtes OF 
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- | Or if our ſins be only. -" 
e || againſt God, then Confeſ:: - 
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r. © fion to them his Minifters 


il alſ, 0 will. be 10. way 1mpro-. 
n || per, #4 in ſome kind ne- 
n, il eſſary fo Him which des 

Bl fires their Ab[olution,v.l 5. 
(s i 3+ Becauſe there being 
u- I two parts in Sin, the Guilt 
and the- Corruptian ; the 


d- I one to be pardondythe other 
ſs I cur 4; The firſt being con- 
1, Ml eff to God to obtain his 


Pardon, ought alſo, (if it 


have been offenſive and. 


ay WM [candalous to the Conpre- 

.o- ll 24tion) to be acknowledg d -! 
ud WM fo themyto make themſatiss 
2 is Ml fait on for the ill Example, 

Re- WM 412d avert from fin whom it © 


24. 


Or the 


had invited toit. And for 
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was help he can direct himfelf,. 
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- . theCuregit will ſure be very 


profitable to adviſe with 0- 
thers (eſpecially the Phyſe- 
cians of the Sonl,) bew,and 
by what means this care 
may be wrought; how 4 
Mo - =E 
raging fin may be ſubdy d, 
the occaſion to be avoiated, 


* to which end alone the diſe. 
+ . Cloſing of our particular. 


abl, e G1 / ns 
And this being ſupposd, 
will be acknowleds'd ne- 
cffary for a Chriiiian-nor 
to deſpiſe ſuch proper wſe- 
ful means to a nec:{ſſary 
exd; unleſs without that 


which ignorant men, and 
habitual ſinners in any kind 


will 


4. Becauſe this may much 


tend FO my comfort , whee 


another,(whoſe Office it is,) ;'.- | 


upon a flirift ſurvey and... 


ſprift of my former life,and 
preſent teftification of my - 
Repentance', may ( upor 
good grounds give me Ab- 


ſolution, and paſs Fudge - 


ment on Me better than TI 


ean do upon my. felfo 
The Judgement of the 


others out of Harm: Conf. 
Sef?. 8. ex 5 cap. Confelſ. 
Bohem. TY 
That all men ſhould: at 
eertain times Confeſs their 
Oltences. 7a God 7».the 

To  klhariing” 
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bo 


Reformed Churches of 
Germany, Lutherans, and 


P 2 


V 
£ 


on RS - 
hearing of his Miniſters, 
. thereby toſhew how- much 
their ſins do diſpleaſe th:m, 
and to recetve inſtruttion 
for the more circumſpett 
-carriage of ThemPelves 
"hereafter : Alſo to be re- 


ſolv'd if any ſcruple of con 


_ . : . bm vy : X - a « 
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| ſcience do entangle their 
- minds ; aid, which is moſt 
-waterial, to the end that 
\ Chriſtians quay at Gods 
__.. Hands (eek every one hi 
S  orvn particular pardon 
through the Power of tht 

- Keys, which the Miniſte 
_  -of God wfing. aicording to 


var bleſſed Saviours Inſti 


tution, it is their part ti 


"ecezve 4s (ioas moſt mer 


© ful Ordinance for theit 


goa; 
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ET © © 
good ; and without diy * 
doubt to embrace joyfully * 
+, fl his Grace ſo given them ; 
» | according to the words of 
7 our Lord, which ſaith, 
-- | Whoſe (ins ye remit they 
e- arc remitted, whatſoever - 
2M ye ſhall bind on Earth 


ir {hall be bound in Hea- 

ol ven 3 So that they are to. 

at reſt afſur d of the Forgive- 

a neſs of all their fins, from 

il Chriſt's. own Word and. 

ON Powe = | NE : 
ill And as for private Cons ©. | 


feſfoz and Abſolution , ki 
ftands with us of _ the 
Church of Ezg/azd thus ;: 
(lays the judicious Hook 


_ 


Tis Bas Ecclef. Polity, lib, 6; 
1cirfl Pag. 346.) vizs The Mi 
_—_ - wiki |} 
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= aifters Power to: Ab/olue 
fT. ts. publickly- taught and 
ft profeſs'd 5 But upon the 
| People there 15 not im- 
| posd ſuch a neceflity of 

- .. opening their ſins-unto. 
men, as. though other- 
wiſe, Remifſion of ſins 
; were impoſlible,. ( and 
--  whoeverthought {o,cven 
2. £ Baptiſm it ſelf ? Nei- 
F - ther -any ſuch opinion 
| hadofprivate Confeſſion 
E as though it were either 
__ _unlawfulor unprofitable, 

| .. abuſes being ſet. apart : 
= But for caution to ſuch 
Ss as come.to the Holy Sa- 
crament,and for the com- 

. Hort of ſuch as are ready 
s todepartthis Worldithe 
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O73 * 
Church of Eg. thou che - 
fit to'pive adnmionition-of 
a ſpecial 'Confeſforr; left  : 
catelesnels of general © 
Confefſion ſhould,as com- : 
monly it doth: , extinguiſh "4 
all remorſe of mens Par= 
ticular Crimes. Weſay | 
(p- 333-) Let no man 
look for Pardon , - who 
ſmothers and conceals his © 
lin: For only he that con” * 
feſſeth, and forſaketh his 3 
ſins, ſhall find meryy. EE 
The Dodtrine and: Praiticz A 
of the preſent Greek and - 
Ar menian ( hurches, out '. ; 4 
of Zr. Ricaut's H7 iftary, 3 
By Wo 43678, cnap, 12. 1 


"Let 


_— 


178] 
| "x us premiſe ſome. 
bs ' thing touching Confeſſ- 
< on of Sins, which is to 
| ' be perform d four times 
_*<1n the year toa Prieſt 
: lawfully conſtituted and 
© ordain'd; that is,by ſuch 
* who have leiſure and 
© convenience of living: 
© But Prieſts, and others 
*entred into Holy Or- 
© ders, or into a Life of 
: Regular Devotion, are 


, ' oblig d to a Confeſſion 

* once a Month : Thela- 
*bouring and common 
i People are enjoyn'd to. 
"© a Confeſſion but once a 
* *year, and that before 

2 their entrance into the 
"Br eat Lent, which 1s be- 
* fore. 


Se +. RE 
fore Eaſter: To Sick 


* and Infirm People: it is © 


<xecommended as a Re-- 
© medy againft the Dil- 
(ſeales-of the Soul,and for 


(the eaſe of a Burthen'd \ 


* Conſcience. 
*Repentance the Greeks - 
* call METANOTA, and 
(is by them defind to 
tbe a ſorrow of heatt 
© for ſip, of which a man 


e 2ccuiſes himſelf before a- 2 


© Prieft, with a firm reſo- 
lution to correct the 
* Errorus of his paſt Life | 
| «by that which is to 
© come, and with inten- 
* tlon to perform whatſo-. 
*ever ſhall be enjoyn'd* 
"him by his Spiritual 
OS 3 c * Pas 
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£c <Paſtor for his —_—_ 


© By which definition 

* it appears how neceſſary 

© the Greefs eſteem Con- 
* fefſion to a- Prieſt,  ha- 


*vying theſe awores i in the 


3 Orthodox DoGttrine of 


©Orienral Church, (v:z.) 
©'The Prieſt cannot re- 
© leaſe, unleſs he inquire 
2F what he is to. releaſe. 
*And likewiſe it is appa-. 


rent by the foregoing 


b : definition, that the Prieſt 
” hath Power -to enjoin 


© Pennance,, which they 


6 call TOEmTYIMon, ſuch: 


* as Prayers extraordinary 


« Aims, Faſtings, Viſiting 
of a # het '- ADA the 


*hke.. 


Fa wh. 
: 4$ 


< * When 


atone  # a % | "es 
»: \.G . . 
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©When- a Penitent _ 1 


*comes to Confefhion,the 


* Prieſt utters theſe words 
*to him , *OPA "ATrEAOE. 
FkTPYOT, &c.. Behold the 
* Angel of the Lord is at 
* hand to take thy Confeſ: 
*ſcon.: See therefore that 
* thou conceal no ſin. for 
' fear of ſhame, for Þ: am 
* alſo a man and a ſinner at 
 —__—— 
© Confefion of fins ver- 
* bally and-particularly t6 
*a Prie#iseſteemd a ne- 
* ceflary duty for conftt 
* tuting a perfect Contri-  - 
*tion ; though they -ds © 
*not deny , buta perſon 
* dying in a ftate of reges 
*neration, that is to ſay, 
LL TE  * 


OY II I 
"_- » vo £ el 
T x * Ld 

; 


2 
Fo i Wont Ara ct LSE a 
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WW  - *witha Repentance pro- 


| - ©tion, may yet through 


"hs bes 
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*ceeding from the Love | © 
© of God, and having not iſ © 


© opportunity, by the fud- I *© 
Fry (x roy nd 

© other accident, to con- 
* fels and receive Abſolu- 


©the Mercy of God be 
Claved': But yet the Q- 
Emiſſion thereof in a 
* place where it may be 
© obtaind,is a fin, which, 
_ © (asthey fay,) can no @- 
_ ©therwite be pardon'd in 
. *rhenext World,than by 
« the Prayers of the Saints | 


1 . _ *in Heaven, and by the 
= - * Alms and Oblations of 


(oood men on Earth. 
*'The 
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© henfion of ſome  Autho- 
*rity in the Church,p.16, 
* as the power of the 
* Keys, Excommunications 
*and other Ecclefiaſtical 
* Cenſures, work a Reve- 
* rence in the People to- 


* wards the Clergy : and 


© 1s indeed the main Pillar 
and Foundation which 
© ſupports a Church. For, 
"as Tacitus ſpeaks of the 
*TJewiſh Nation,when un- 


© der the Roman power, 


© that Honor Sacerdotii fir- 
* mamentum potentis t0- 
*74141;The Honour which 
*they gave totheir Prieſt= 


© hood was the Founda» 


( tion of their Regimen. - 
| « Far 


*'The fear and appre- ' 


p NS 7d 
' ©: 
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- .. TPor that which com- 
tf. £ mands the Conſcience, 
Li reduces the Body, Will 
ft . - *and AﬀeCtions to Obedi- 
"MK. ng L 
© And if a Clergy have 
© loft the Conſciences of 
* the People , they have 
. loft : all. | | 
© More particularly in 
*FRecleſiaftical Polity,it 1s 
it *the Fence and Hedge of 
it . * the Sheepfold:tlus being 
| . £brokendown, the Sheep 
Wit <firay, and Satan enters 
jF © with his Seed of Schiſm 
- *< and Herefie: For what 
©can. hinder men from 
running into Prodigies 

* of Fancy and wild Opt- 

© nions, where every. man 
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E's his: own Paſtor and his = 
own Biſhop. 
Having given the Rea- 
Eder this account of Confeſ+ 
fon to a_ Prieſt, the next 
thing is the conſideration - 
of the Precepts & Exam- 
ples of Holy Scripture. 
Firſt, In the Old Tefta+ 
ment you ſhall find this 
ng Numb. 5.5. And 
the Lord ſpake — 


or woman foul commit any : 

fin that men commit, id.a8_ 

4 treſpaſs var the Lork 0 
aud that perſon be guilty; © 
then they ſhall conft PF their 
ſons which they hawe done; 
Tlatis to By, theovery 
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deed it If in particular 
they ſhall acknowledge. 
- Phe Fews,with whom 


no Repentance is avail- 


able without Confeſſion, 
-had firſt their general 
 Confeſsion , which once 
every year was made both 
teverally by each of the 


People for himſelf upon, 


the day of expiation, and 
by the Prieſt tor them all. 
- On the day of expiation 
(as Mr. Hoeker tells us out 
+ the R on, wow Ae 
{;b:6. pas. 334.) the High 
Priefi mak hen three 4 
preſs ConfeBions, . ac- 


knowledging unto God 


the manifold _ 
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a4, .y 
his own Perſonal Offen-  } 
ces likewiſe, together 
with the ſins. as well of 
his Family as of the. reſt 
of his Rank and Order. - 

They had again their 
voluntary Confeſſions at 
Times and Seaſons, when 
men bethinking them- 
ſelves of their ill- lives, _ 
were reſoly'd to change 
their courſe ; the begin. -. 
ning of which alteration 
was {till Confefſioz of fins. | 

And oyer and befides 
theſe, the Law impoſed 
upon them alſo that ſpe- - 
cial Confelſsion , which 
they call Confeſs:07 of the 
particular fault; for in 
Levit. 5. weread, when _ 
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ch a thing 7, He ſhall 


Y - the confeſs how in that 


| #hing he hath ume 
EE: And that they did-con- 
feſs - before their Prieſts, 
and before mer, 1s appa- 
rent from the words of 
the Son of Syrack, Eceluſ. 4. 
4 Be not oa d to cons 
 feſs thy fins; for there is 4 
ſhame {vs bringeth ſin,and 
there 1s a ſhame which 1s 
Glory and Grace ; ( ver. ' 
- 21,) but theſhame is uſu- | 
ally in Confeſſion not un- | 
' to God, but unto men. 
For ſuch kind ofſpeci--' 
a-ins (faith Mr. Hooker 
out 'of. Miſne Tora, ,cape |) 
_ they: hae alſo ſpeciat- $4- 
*_.._ erifioth,. 


[%9]. 


h crifices, wherein the man= 
# | ner was,that the Offender 
fl ſhould lay his Hands-on 

the Head of the Sacrifies 


- & which he brought , 4nd 
r, M ſhould there make Cone © 
- W feffion to God , fa ARE. 
f MW Now O Lord T heve end. 
- IM £4,494 done wickedly in thy 
- ſehr, this or this- being my 
« MW Fault ; behold Trepent me, 4 
I 4d a2 witerly aſham'd of _ 
S Wl 17 doings :: My purpoſe is "1 | 
Wl newer to return more tothe 
- WW ſame crime... - 2 N 
- Of MalefaQors convict I 
= 07 witneſs, their cuſtom * 
- B was to exact (as Yoſhna. © 
*- W cid of 4chan) open Con- 
] I felsion ; My Son,z0m give. 
: 8/ary! 70: "the Lord: God x. 


L . 
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Irael,confeſs unto him, &+ 
declare unto me what thou 
ha# committed ; conceal it 
zot from me. ſol. 7. 19. 
- Concerning Injuriesor = 
| Treſpaſſes which hap- = 
pened between men,they 
t Highly commended ſuch 
| as would acknowledge 
' before many, ſaying, 1 
have werily offended this 
nan, this and thus I have 
done unto him;bat behold I 
ao F101 4 repent,and an li orry. 
And ſo much of Confeſ- 
| fonamong the. Anc iet 
* _ Fews, which alſo the De- 
 -vouter ſort do praCtile at 
this day. EEE 
The great Qyere is, 
Where are the Precepts 
- obliging 


( o 
ly 
* we 
. 


” T1 +""J 
obliging us to confeſs « our 
ſins unto men under the --. 
BB New Teſtament ? 
| Firſt, I pray obſerve 
- | the force of our Saviours 
| words, Mat. 16. 19. Axd 
Twill give unto thee the 
K eys of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, whatſoever. thou 
ſhalt bind 03 Earth ſhall-be 
bound is . Heaven, and 
whatſoever thou ſhalt boſe 
on Earth ſhall be looſed in - + 
Heaven, Again he re-. 
peats it upon z another OC- 
caſton, Mat 18. I. Veri-” 
ly 1 lo unto you , whats 
ever ye ſhall Lind on Earth: 
ſhall be bound in Heavth,.' 
and mhatſoever . ye 1 
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I, 
ts | /ooſe on Earth ſhall bee 
boeſea, 1 K  Like- 


.. - Ejkewile after his Re- 
| 4urreCtion, Foh.20.22,22. 
And when he had ſaid thes, 

he breathed on them , and 
ſaith unto them, reveive ye 

- the Holy Ghoſt, whoſoever 
| fins ye remit, they arere- 
mitted unto them, whoſo- 

ever fins ye retainthey are 
"retained. "That by theſe 
words 1s conferred on the 
Miniſtry of the New Teſta» 

ment Authority to forgive 

or retain fins, ſecret or 
oper, 1s the unanimous. 
voice of the voice of the. 
Ancient Church, as we. 

' have heard before out of: 
© Primate UOſbexr. SD 
- - The Queſtion 15, How 
Jhall-. Chriſt's: Mzniſters 
OT + oo hc 
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Abſolve or retain fins p : 


whereef they haye_no - 
cognizgnee?. Accordingto 
the maxim of the Edfters - 
Churches,vis; The Prie#- 
cannot. relea(c, unleſs he. 
enquixe firſt what. he is to. 
releaſe : So that the Sa». 
cerdotal Power of: Abforr 
Istiep being of Divine Ine: _ - 
ſtitytion ;--the' duty. - of: 
Confe ſcion mii} he fo. tao. 
Butyou will ay, pib-: 


lick' and Scandalobss: fin-: 


ys are obliged"ito- the; © 

Diſcipline-of Confefcian ;* * 
Privats ſinners are. under. 
no-ſych'Obhgatian;but at, 
liberty whether they will | 
confals Lap © i9 bbs: - 
Mingters-:-:: OTE. 2 e's 4 


= bp” Sq [94] DD 
_ 1anfwerwheredoyou 

| find this inthe Scriptures, 

namely a zeceſsity of re- 
conciling opex; but not [e-. 
cret finners by the Mini-_ 
try of the Church ? Scan- 

| dcaſous Offenders muſt 
{ confeſs publickly; For 

| - what neceſsity , I pray? 

to fatisfie the Congregati- 

.” ox, (you will lay) for the 
\ mWexample: Is that all? 
© Is there no further neceſ« 
' ſity in the caſe, of being 
** xeconcil'd to God by the: 
| Sentence of Abſolution? 
| And haveſeeretiinnersno i 
need of this Abſolution? 
* 'Fhis (Reader) is a new 
Interpretation put upon 
*, our © fc wb Who 


1 


ſoever fins ye remit, they 


who at the - Age >, 
of * 27 years, wie 
without any pre- _ 
tence to infpira- 
tion , takes upon 
him to. diftate to. the 
whole World , and ridt- 
cule the practices ofthe - 
Antient Church. ; 

No neceffity of private 
Peanance or Confeſsion | 
toa Prieft,was a DoQtrine - 


rurions 


cathering and obliging of 
a new SetF ; as COnvent- - 
ent as for fome deſigning 
#49688 man . Fw the: 
niſg 


are remitted unto them. © 
And that by John Canvin, _ 
alias Catvin,a Frenchman  - 


= very convenient for the” . 


- 
- 
* 
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Tz raiſing himſelf an Intereſt | 


with the People) to pro- 


vh miſe Eaſe and Liberty 


from their old Taxes and 


Impoſitions. 


' You wlll tell me, God 


can forgive ſecret ſinners 


without Confeſsion to a 
Prieft : Very true; and he 


can pardon ſcandalous 


ſinners without pnblick 
Pennance and Confeflion 
before the C ongregation. 
'FheQueſtionjs,where © 
dayou had any Propile 


_ In-p Nor £ Thame, 
5 that he will Pardon G ; 


ately , 


Himſelf without. the 
- niftry of his-C __ 


we confeſs our fins , He 


yy | 


faith: 


. ; 


” 
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our ſins: Faithful and juft, | 
to what? Even to his 


own Promiſe, which he 


hath thrice repeated, whos 
ſoever ſins ye remit, they 
are remitted | unto thaps. 
But other Promiſe, that 
he will do it. without the 
Miniſtry of the Keys, we 
read-not of in. the "New 
Teftament. 

_ hty God makes 
uſe of lecond Cauſes. as" 


the : Inftruments: -of his - 
Holy Will. In the exer-: 


ciſe of his Juſtice he uſes 
the Miniſtry of Devils. 
and Wicked Spirits: But. | 
his Mercy and Goodneſs .- 


* to Penitent Sinners he 
thinks : 


ful and jſt to forgive 1s" 


by 
"Rt; 
o 
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thinks fit to d; penſe by 
the Hands of his Biſhops 
and Miniſters: And as in 


Heaven. he is ſerved by 
Angels, Io on Earth he 
uſeth the Service of his 


2 -Priefts., and all to accom- 
 _. Pliſh his Holy Will, and 


. to maniteſt his 1incompre- 
, henſibleGoodnelſs to poor 
mortals, Ie have receiv d 
the Mniftry of Reconcilia- 
tion (laittr'St. Payl:;) let a 
man ſo account-of us, as 


_ Diſpenſers of the Myſte- 


Tiles of God, 1 Cor. 4. I. 


1.2 Auſtin's words quo- 


ted by Primate Uſher. are 


remarkable; Nemo ſibi 


dicat occulte ago peniten- 


' Siam,apud Deum ago; ergo 


fone 
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nl ritis in terris, ſoluta ernunt © 


} 714 cwl;s, CF Left no mar 
cl /o Irepent ſecretly, I dy 


s iN 5t before Godealent ; if ths 


- WM be all, thenin vain is it =; 
d Wl ſaid nutothe Apoles,who-' .. 
- WM /cever ſins ye remit, they 

r il ere remitted : In vain are 
a the Kiyys "given fo the * 
-W Church of God: Do we © 

aſl fruſtrate the words ok, 


5 Chriſt ? Do we evacuate + 3 2 


- i the Goffcl of God, &fc. 
And now I cannot but . 


- | wonder at Ca/viz's Argu- ” - 
e || ment, from the Fattof ' 
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| ſunftitate  & ernditione 
| -clarms.'” confitendi: ritum 
 abrogavit :* Fic; hic anres 
Aſuni iſti arrigant ; ſo'Lex 
Der erat auricutaris cons 
feſsio, qui auſus efſet 
 Nettarins eam refigeve at- 
que convellere? Ihe An- 
tient Chriſttans at Cox- 
—_ ftantinople were wont to 
-* make-publick Confeſsion 
'*.” even of their moſt ſecret 
fns. This praCtice, upon 
occaſion of 'an, Infamy 
drawn upon, the Clergy 

by the Confelsion of a 
Gentlewoman debauch'd 

by a Deacon of that City, 

'_ Nedarius thought fit- to 

- aboluh, Sor. Fift. 1b..5. 
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or his Diſciples , to exadt 
publick Confeftions and - 


Penance at Geneva, and - 


elſewhere at this day ?-If 


HM, to what. purpofe-'is 
the ObjeQion? . Let the 


Reader examine  themat- - 
ter in Socrates Y and he 


ſuppreſs only the. pubs. —_ 
lick- Confefsion- of fecrat:* 2 
fins , as Biſhop Uſher: at- i 


| knowledgeth, og ver: to C 
 Matome, pag. 95, 96... \ 


Publick Confalon and : 


Abſolutionof ſeandatois 
finsC alvin alows'aswat- ; 3 
nine by the Pas = oY 


k 7 2 But. 


_ 


Tre} :. = & 
Was this well OB. m 
dons of Netarins! ? Tf Y 
well;how comes Calvin, 


| But for his Opinian of ſ%, 
. way 1s to conlider bim 
ut .of his own words, 
Miror gus fronte aufint 
eontendere Confeſsionem, 
de qua logunntur, juris efſe 
Dewvini; cujus equiden wve- 
tut;{s £1751008. efic Pe HW f al e« 
munr, /c ed-gquems* fs acile evin 
cere poſſumus oliie fuiſſe ti: 
. berur, Taftit. lib.3. cap.4. 
-Seft.-7, I marvel with 
what face they dare affirm 
F. theConfeſsron whereof they 
*-" peak tobe of Divineright; 
the uſe whereof we grant 
| dudced to be very Antient, 
"but ſuch as we are able 
- prave in old time to. have 
2 are 
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nethinks he —_— Y | 
this, SeQt. 18, Multis poſt 
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. CheiRum ſetnlis inaudits 
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heard of” many Az 


Chrift;e*c. 


Ages after Chriſt, 


aut fracttis eft 


"medio: ad. 


" "habent'? ? Aceidit 
L 3 


Vory Amtict, 
and: wp of many | 


nonyrard; ut qui geavra= - 24 


fait hac Confofsio, in qui- 
bus fine has conditione re» 
mittebantur peceata. This 
ſecret: C 3.a-kngefs WAS ar 


And'fartherT pray take 
notice of theſe words; 
'Nec minoris  efficaciz  :.; 

privata 3 

* Abſolutio, ubiab-iispe-s' 5 
City ui i Cingular re- —_— ' 
mitdterm + 
"faim-ſubleyandiam: -opns, © 


Be 


 - Sn 3 
©les .promiſsiones audit, || 
. *:que at totam- fidelium 
* congrepationem deſti- 
Fnantur -maneat nihil- 
« ominus in aliqua dubita- 
© tione, ac -velut remil- 
*fhonenondum impetrat2 
$.inquietum adhuc ani- 
_ ©. mum habeat. Idem fi 
<Paſtoriſuo ſecretum ant- 
* mi vulgus- aperuerit at- 
© que illam Evangelii vo- 
*cem :peculiariter ad fc 
©direQtam audiveriter ad 
_ *remittuatur.tibi peccata 
 ©* tua, confide, animum 
© confirmat ad ſecurita- 
© tem ; illaque, qua prius 
© #{tuabat , trepidatione 
' © liberatur,, .that.is, .'No 
| teſs effetual aud profitablt 
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it is asked by them that 


| have need of ſpecial reme- 


dy for relief of their Cox- 
ſciences It happening of- 
tentimes that he which 
heareth the general Pro- 
miſes of the Goſpel,remain- 
eth nevertheleſs in ſome 
doubt «nd nnquietneſs of 
mind, as though his 'ſins 
were yet unpardond. But 
the ſame max,when he hath 
confeſs d to his own Paſtor 


the ſetret ſores of his Con- 


ſcience,and hath heard that 


ſentence of the Goſp of os 


rect to himſelf in partich> 
lar, Thy ſins are forgiven 
thee, be of good Hope, 
then gives himſelf aſſu- 

4 ami 


dg 
Fane y_— mind, and ſ; atis>. 
 Faition, &C:. 
But thenhis following 
 zyords let the Reader , _ 
he can, underſtand, 
*vyero cum de "7 Won 
*agitur,lemper cavendum 
ft. ne facultatem ali- 
©quam fſ{omniemms ab 
© Evangelii pradicatione 
<ſeparatam. When we 
ſpeak of the Power of the 
Keys, we. miit take heed 
* TZhat we dream not of any 
| F. "Power. fevered from: the 
F Pers 8 eating of the Goſpel. 
' I Read this mans:-writ- 
1n25, and you thall find it. 
in this and rftany other 
inſtances, no eaſie matter 
£9. reconcile. him . with 
mags 
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har; Y 
he ſpeaks,. jb; 3. cap. 4 -: 
* ſiſtant ſe Paſtori oves, - - 

+ quoties facram Canam 
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© participare volunt, adeo 
*non reclamo,ut maxime. 


© yelim hoc ubique obſer= 

* vari; nam- qui habent 
© impeditam: Conſcienti« ! 
©am referre-:inde ' poſfunt © - 
© fingularem frutum,e#c. «4 
that is, That the Sheep do. -* 
confutt their Paſtor , efpe=. 
cially before receiving the * 
Holy Communion, Tamifſo : 
far from being apuinit it, © 
that I very much defire it - 
may be every where in 


Prattice, &C. 
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-:Ta ſhort, the Opinion 
which he would a vance 
s this, that the Power of | 
remitting and retaining 
_ {ins1s nothing elſe but an 
Authority to-Preach the 
_ . Goſpel, to declare. to.ſin- 
ners in a Sermoy, that 
_ their ſins be forgiven.if 
"they repent ;- and as-for 
private ſinners, they will 
do very well to contels to 
their own Paſtors; if 


| Not, they may chooſe. 


Yet by and by he pre- 


C.. nounces, *Nihil mirum 


hn auricularem iſtam 
' © Confefſionem rem adeo 
_ * peſtilentem totque no- 

* minibus Eccleſte noxi- 


| < "am damnamus & ſubla- 


-6 tam 


[109] 
*cam e. medio cupimns. 
Tt is no marvel if we corn- 
demn and deſire to have 
utterly taken away this, 
Confeſſion-;x.the Ear of 
Prieſt, 4s 4 thing peſtilent, i 
and many ways hurtful to. 
the Church. Jnffit. lib... 
cap. 4. Sett..19. 6 nf 
Firſt he grants it to- be: 
| very. Arntient,, but:no mat-. 
ter of . Neceſſ wty :- Then 4 
he fays, it was a thing 
unheard of many Ages 
after Chriſt. Then; | ays 
he, tis a-thing very effe6t- - ! 
ual and. profitable, Paſtori : 
ſuo ſecretum aninsi uvulnus 
h | 4x4, - But in canclu- +; 
on he would haveit.up+ - : 
we taken away. The * 
Reader 


bd 


| [re] =. 
E Araer mappleaſctors: 
_ - migemy Citations, ifhe. 
___daubt whether I do hint 
- any wrong, Sifznt fe Pas 
ori ſus oves, quoties fas 
Gas camm. participure 
| *olunt, &c. He would 
' hive us. to confult our 
| Paftots, and confeſs. our 
| fins; eſpecially before'we 
_ receive the: Holy Come 
manion. How is this ts 
be done? Secretly in the 
* earofout Paſtor,or other- 
6 wile i DR / 
- But tharthe moe of 


By bus”: an Who enkingel t 

; FivaclitheGelprliandde- 
3 hire to-akaes: Ba Sap 
| ; 7 ; 70h 


im}. 
nay, . hes: thay-are AY ; 
ven if they repent , ss _ 
ps omcnigee 1 _ 
Fel Anke ty .wholc 
nle was: 9 . that Deivors 3 
n 91m might receive 
Pawer-to-Preach theGo- © 
ſpel,, but agot Power: to 
(= Pare igy _ 3 

And when he obje&s <q 


-apainſt ſecret Confeſhon +: 


to a Prieſt, the words of 
David, Pal. 19.WWhocen | 
underſtand his Erronrs? | 
-He forgets that the. Arg 
ment-takes away allo pri- | 
vate Confeſsion- to. Al» : 
mighty God; it beingas - 
hard a matter to cata* 1 
6h all aur ſins. in" Con» 2, 
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on. to God, as unto 50 


RN 4 © 
- - man. Surely more 1s not 
. Tequird of any Pezttext, 
then after the moft dili- 
gent examination -of: his 
paſt life, to confeſs all he 
- knows,and all he remem- 
bers; and then: to pray, 
Gleanſe thou me (O God) 
* from my ſecret Faults. 
Proceed we. now to 
the Examples of Holy 
ears. 
It. is recorded-of Johy 
Baptiſt,that unto him Fe- 
ruſalem , and all Jaded 
made Confelsion. of their . 
fins, Matt. 3. 6. His :Do- 
.Arine was, Repent ye, for 
|= the Kyngdom of Heavens 
 . -& haxd.. They heard it, EN, 
| :.and believed there. _ - 


be no» Repentance with 
out ConfeſSion- : | 


that believ'd came to the 


| Apoſtles, and. Confeſsd : 


their Deeds; A@. 19. 18. 
which Good and Virtu- 
ous aCt (ſays Mr.Hooker,). 
no wiſe. man can diſal- 
\ I low, but highly commend 


the Grace of God ſhall 
incline thereunto : And - 
this (faith he,) proveth 
Confeſsion praQtiſed as a 


ccmmanded as a Sacra- 


Why then, Mp Brethren | 
Caith} St. Paul mhatſe- 
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_ Apain., Many -of thoſe — 


in thoſe whoſe Hearts | 


vertuous Act; but not . 


ment, Well; *tis cer- * 
tainly. a Virtuous Att: 


aver.  Þ 


i - BB 5. 
i mhatſaever things © are 
| -(ovely, whatſvever things 
ure prregphatſoeuer things i 

-  - hve of good report,” if there 
i -be any Virtue, think on 
|  -theſethings, Phil. 3:8. 
| . The Prodigal Son re" 
| . - pentsofhis lewd life, re- 
 -*turns home and makes 

is Confelsion; Father, I 
"heave ſuited againſs Hea- 
"wen, and before thee , and 
am 120 more worthy. to be 
'called thy Son; wherefore 
 weke me as one of thy hires 
- Servants, And the Father 
4aid unto his Servants, 

Bring forth the beſt Robe 

and put it on him, and put 

& Ring on his Had, and 

PS TR OE Shooes 
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Foes an his Fett, -- 
il bring hither the fatted Calf - 

” I and killdt , and Jet 5.cat 7 
and be:merry. ; for my Son © 
w4s doſt, #nd is found, Bc, TT 

The Thiefon the Crals -_ 
makes A onagys Þ 36>. ” : 


hath py Bo negort. Ie 
but we- have-recetrved the © 
due Reward of our Deeds; _ 
that is , we ſuffer - juſtly 
for the-Felonjes we have 
committed, Lord remens- 

ber me when thow comdſt 


into thy Kyngdom. = 
This Paith and Con- 


IRE TG *w >, 0 
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fy ſhalt thow be with me 


by 


* Saint Paxl to manifeft 
areal Contrition for his 
fins, makes not enly a Ge- 
- - eral but Particular Con- 
 _ felsion to Timothy, and x 
leaves it. upon. Record; Fl . 
his general Confelsion in 
* thelewords, Jeſzs Chriſt 
eame* into the World to 
ſave ſinners of whom I am 
chief : His particular Con- 
felsion, .T was injurions, I 
was a Blaſphemer, I was « 
 Perſecutor, but I obtaind 
mercy, becauſe I did it ig+ 
rorantly, 1 Tim. 1. 13. 
_ 'Fhis &s to judge our 
ſelves , that we may not 
be judged of the Lord. . 
þ.- 1 _ : Al ES © 
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ill theſer Penitents : made 
no {cruple thus to arraign 
themſelves before all 'the -: 
World ; much. leſs may + 
You orl1 ſ{cruple to. accuſe - | 
our ſelves in Private. - 
_ Totheſe examples of 
Holy Scripture I. might - 
add another inſtance of 
|| true Repezrauce,and. that. 
5 the Confeſs:0ns of Saint . 
Auſtin ,. a-worthy Bdok;- 
written with that fervens © 
cy of Devotion;andexcel- ._ . 
kncy of Stile ;.where h2 
gives a Hiſtary of all the 
j| Follies of his paſt life,viz. 
*Recordari volo'( Deus 
* meus) tranſaCtis fexdita 
"tes meas 8&.carnales cor- 
' ruptiones atime; mex.3 
'M 2 *quem 


_” £ 


| quem. fruftum: habui 
7 & ©E* © 06 | | . | 
| _miſcriniisquemmere- 
| © colens erubelco?. Maxi. 


-  ©<zpfum: furtum amavi;, | 
*©nullacompulfusegeſtate ſi 
_ ©aurpenuraa, fed faſtidio i. 
<juſtitiz & ſagina iniqui- || | 
© tatis: Exhalabantur ne- 
_ ©bulz de. limofa' concu- 
k *© piſcentiacargis,&obnu- 
F * bilabat atque obfuſca» 
 ©Ebant cor meum. Confef. 
* lib, 2. cap. I, cap. 6. 
_ - Exemies to' private 
 Confeffion 'are ef three 
_ forts, : 
3. All Diſſenters from 
tht eftabliſhed Church. 
- '2, All Atheificat and 
Yoluptnous: Livers.-. 
TI FL, 
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nding Sobri 

Rk - R eligionis1ſ0 an 
gled, and: vitiated with 
conſiderations of the 
World and the Fleſh,that 
they defire tobe excuſed | 
inthis matter ; having ſo 


little ſenſe of a future day 


of reckoning,that they are 
for nomoreReligion then ' 
needs muſt ; and when - * 
they have heard aSermon, * 
there is an exd of their 


Religion. | 
This Confefgion 1 is 2s 


buſed, and made a Poli- 
tick Engine in the Church ' 
of Rome (they cry ;/ ang] _ 
that. is pretence e 70 
for them : But T- never . 

- + ns. 2 


\ 


Þ There are leidie — 


the Church of England, 


F. - much, 
'  Perceive a grain leſs of 
S Envy, Hatred or Malice, 
I Price, Sedition, or Fat 
&- . on for all our Preachint ; z 
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"7" Roo'7 
met with 2 Good man: of 


but he was for it. 
Many Roman C athe- 4 


licks confeſs their ſins and 
' get 1b/olution, that they 


aps y {in upon a new ſcore; 
andmany Proteftants live 


viciouſly after all [ts Ser- 
2015s they hear,and Say a- 


ments they receive ; inſo- 
that we hardly 


mm > HH wm tc... =&= Ee Er fuel 


and yet *tis our Duty to 

Preach {tull. 

-.O! but tisa Do@trine 

rot ſo ſeaſoriable ( fey 

. ome) and the People ase | 
nor 


, o& AXES; , 
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4 I p” I | & a 
y of £ 
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not able tobear it. I An- 


-{wer, what then are they 


able to bear ? A Gezeral 
Diſcourſe out of the Pul- 
pit ,.. about: which the 
Preacher perhaps hath be» 


 ftowd a Weeks: pains, 
that. they may forget 1t 
| 1n half ag hour. 


But: the Age cannot 


bear it :: What cannot it + 


bear ? - Repentance to» !? 
wards God,and Reconci- - -- 
lation by the Miniſtry of _ 
his-Priefts. Sermoxs only 


muſt reconcile us.. 


Benefits of Confeſſion... 
By It we render our - 


elves more capableof the 


Compaſtiog. and tender |} 
* Mercy + 


SS EH | 
|- Mercy of God, which 
- tKknowethnot how to com 
demn ſinners that con- 
demn themſelves. No- 
- thing more true than the 
{aying of Tertullian, Tar 
. tum relevat Confeſſio de- 
lifforum, quantum diffimu- 
| tio exaggerat ; Confel- 
| - flonof fins does as much 
* dJiminiſh, as concealmeat 
ageravates their guilt, 
A general Confeſhion, 
that :thou art a Ser, 
will neither ſo humble 
' nor corre&t thy Soul, as if 
thou didſt preſent a Cata- 
logue of thy ſins before 
God : This ſhall give 
' theea better underſtand» 
,  ingfof thy (elf; and oY 
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the Gr ace of: God pie.” 


ſerve thy feet from fal- 
- || ling. It s ſafer to be ſtung 
« | here with the rement- 
> | brance, than hereafter 
- || with the Torment of ſin; 


_ | What then? were the 


. || Fathers of the Primitive. _ 
: | Church without the uſe 
h || of private Confeſsion ? 7 
affirm no ſuch thine (laith . 
Mr. Hooker ;') for men - 
thought it the ſafeſt courſe 
-, | 72 open their ſecretCrimes, | 
e || and crave Impoſition of * 
if | Pennance from thoſe to — | 
+ | whom ow Lord m_— 
Chriſt hath committed the 
Wy of” the Kingiow TY 


Heaven. 


EGF -- 

_ Saint Hierom calls it, 

Secunda poſt naufragium: 

. tabulz.. And St.Chryſoftom 
in his 74;. Homily: to the 

|! - People of Antioch obſer- 
ft ves, That Adam and Eve 
i were expulsd out of Para- 
| aiſe,betauſe inftead of Con- 
Ei feſing their ſin, they began. 
t ro excuſe and ſhift it 3 the 
E'- Man on the Woman, anal 
| rhe Woman onthe Serpent. 
't If Tcoverd my Tranſgreſ- 
*t Bons as Adam, Job 31.33. 
+ _ Butyou will ask, may 
© not a Confeſsion ſerve 
turn ? Where is the- ne- 

þ _ cefsity of particular Con-} t 
+" feſsion toa Prieſf? |}; 
| S:ill this. is the Q#27,, ff 
_ as if the Ralxicks of the 
oe wr, Church 
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t,. | Church of England, the © 
m | Authority of all | the © 


Eaftern Churches, and 


Power of the Keys left by 


matter. 


Þ Binding and Abſolving 
ſinners a part of the Sa- 
cerdotal FunQtion ? Is the 


fon and Abſolution at 
the beginning of our L:- 


Bearey is ſufficient ;. I Ans - * 
ry, fiwer, if ſo, what needed 


thefſ the . Church of England 


(what is above all ) the: 


our Sayiour,. were of no. . 
torce to oblige us in this. - © 


' Is not the Power of 


Prieft bound to Abſolve: 
thee, and thou-not bound _ 
to Confefs ? But,you will . 
lay, the general Confel- . * 


N'2 have 
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| have ordered a ſpecial 
Confeſsion and ' Abſoly- 
tion in her Office for Vi- 
ſitation of the'Siek ? And 
that incaſe the Sick Party 

feel his Con{cience trou- 
bled with any weighty 

mater f” --- 
Now I would -famn 
know, are only ſick Per- 

1ons provided for in this [] 

- Rabrick * Is there no obl!- 
gation upon Healthy and 

; Strong People ( though 
- . conſcious of never 10 
many Crimes) to look to 
themſelves by a. timely 
'C ſon and Abſolution'! 
S1t time enough for 
Sinners to think of this 
Matter when they are 
es Sr ea Sick ? 


Sick ?- How many are ſire. 
priz'd with ſudden death? 
_- Therefore the Church  ; 
i- | of Ezelazd in her Com- 
d || union Service provides | 
y further, viz. If there be 
i= | ay of you which cannot 
y | quiet his own Conſcience, 
| /ct him open his Grievance 
in | 7o Me, or ſome other Dif- 
r- || creet and Learned Mini- 
1s fl. fer of Gods word, that he © 
Ii- | 22ay receive Ghoſtly Coun» 0 }' 
df cel, and the benefit of Abs -- 
zh | ſolution, ec. It there be 
any of you-which cannot 
quiet his own Conſci- 
ence, &c. I pray what '? 
| Diſcreet man will take  :; 
. upon him to be his own -/ 
Prieſt or Confeſſor! Or * 
Ny: man 1 
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". take leſs 
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"ih th ts his Goa 
ſcience without the Sen- 
"tence of Abſolution ? 


Upon the whole mat- 


| ter, Tonly pray to be re- 


 foly d this queſtion, if a 
reneral Confeſſion and..4b- 
ſolution. be ſufficient for 


| Healthy ſinners, why not 


for the Sick ? 
In the concerns of our . 


Eſtate or Health, weare 


not uſually fatisfied with 
Generalities. . A general 


| Receipt from a Phyſician, 
' or general Advice from 


a Lawyer will not ſerve 
And ſhall we 
care of our 
| Souls? Lawyers tell us a 
a General Fardon 1s not 


W | 


4A wit * L 


good inLaw, unleſs the-. 3 
particular Crimes be-ex. . 1 
prels'd ; and is there leſs. *} 

need of exatneſs an foro -- 
Confeiencie. I 
To conclude, if mea -} 
will. ſtill confult the :; 
World and the-Fleſh;and  : 
not the things which be- - 
long to © their Eternal 
Happineſs, I cannot help 
1t. I am ſatisfied, that 
the Devil. {Envying the - 
Salvation of Mankind,) - i 
finds. it his Tatereſt to - ! 
ſuppreſs Confeſſion all he - 
he. can, tiat ſo ſecret and 
cunning ſinners may be 
r left to Repent as they 
2 | liſt themſelves. - 
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* ©  Tfafter all this, fome 
Tn-devout perſon {hall 
Reply, This tends to ad-/ſſ 

-. "*vance the Intereſt of the | 
Clergy. - "Tis very true, 

_ it- deſigns to advance the 
= Eternal Intereſt of both 
= - Clergyand Laity: Clergy 
=. - ez themfielves being no 

. more. excusd from this 

Duty, than the Lazzy. 
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i. |. 4 Form of Confeſſion .*; 

out of ſeveral fus 
E thors, chiefly. the 
ry Worthy Dr.Sherlock 
| Redorof Winwick, | 


Early beloved (laith 
_ Saint Paul) letus AK 
cleanſe our ſelves from all 
filthineſs of the Fleſh and Wl 
Of doing this therh' is 3 

— | no other way but-by un-©- 3 
| feign'd Corrition: and 4 
Confeſſion of our ſins. For ** 
the right performance 
therefore of a Duty of. 6 *4 

vaſt importance ,. two: 3 


+ hy 


be things are to be advis'd-: 
- _ Firſt, Thatin Confeſ. 
Fing our ſins; we do not 
truſt to our Extempore 
Expreſſions, nor incon- 
ſiderately ſay whatever 
at preſent comes into our 
Minds. | 
I. That it be done by 
the Rule of Gods Com- 
| * mandments,as the Church 
| - of England preſcribes. 
© T have hereſet downa 
© "form of Confeſſs 0n,where- 
|. unto every ſinner may 
. .-add or diminiſh, as he t 
finds himſalfmore or. lefs ff p 
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: RY guilty Yo fg ; 6 
- <©-Tamthe Lord thy God, ll 
thou ſbalt have none other p 


"Wow? but I. - 


God is to be ſervd with 
thoſe three Virtues, Faith, 
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Remember Almighty "A 


Hope and Love ; and 
Therefore let the ſin- 
himſelf firſt 
concerning his Faith, if 
he have given entertain- 
ment to any _ doubt con- 
cerning the Being of God - | 
and his Providence, and i 
how long? © oa 
T have, ſo unſtedfaſtly: 4" 
believ'd in God , thatT” 4 2 
have ſometimes: nter-- ; 
tain'd Atheiftical ts 


cerning all Re lipion, ns, 
I have doubted or-01 A ik : =] 
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_ tulagcy of my © own Rex: 4. 
_ M, Inſtead. of humbly 
F- - acquieflinf in the Faith 
of the Catholick Church. 


.T have leand to my 


» - Own Opinion, - whichT 
- have miſtaken for Con- 
. ſcience, cutting my ſelf 
off from the Commu nity 


of the Church, 'to follow 
the DiQates of my own 


nw. 
In matters relatin to 


- "my Temporal Intereſt, I 

have been diffident of my 
own Council , 
matters of Faith , not {o 
obvious to humane ſenſe 
E”- oe underſtanding, I have 
_- - thought .it my: wiſefl 

-eourlc-to truſt to my own 
b- = mg DE 


whilſt in 


AF 
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I Vodth 5 many + 
things without any r= 7q 
of God, particularly at- 

7 | {uch and ſuch a ame; 1: 
L | havedone thus and thus, : 
- | as if there. had been no © 

f Ow fo call me to an ac- '} 


; "Wn 9 NY 
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V T have not been cons -+ -F 
n | ſtant and careful every | 


day to recommend my -_-F 
0 || {elf to the Proteftion of B 
I | God; but havebeen glad. 
y || of little occaſions to put 
in| off my Prayers till ano= | 

ſo ther time. - | I 
| Thave been. little bet - I 
ve ter than one of: thoſe” } 
200 | Atheiſts who profeſs to 
7M | know God, has] in- their . } 
I Actions s deny him ; be. LY 
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ing Aifobediedt, at to. 


every goed. work Repro- 
bate. | 
God be Merciful to me 


'  &@ Sinner. 


I have finaed againſt 


: Hope in God by truſting. 


in my own Wit, Policy 
or Money. - 
[I have been often di- 


B firacked with Fears, and. 
-  Apprehenfions about the 


things of this Life : And 
| have taken Indire& cour- 


.. ſesfor the compaſſing my 


Secular ends. 


I have given credit to 


| Divinations or Sorceries 
for the finding out-ot 
p- Stollen Goods. 
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- | ches or Gypſies. about: 
| Fortune, believing what: 
e || they told me.. I have 
been puffed up by Pros - 
t || ſperity , and caft down | 
g | by Adverſity. 
y ||- I have ſinned againſt" 
I the fear of God, by re- 


-T have Ki. 5 We Wit- : 


i- © fraining from my Vices *- _: 


d Jin the Preſence of Men, 


ie. || but-not in the Preſence of - 


d | the All-ſeeing God; ap». 


Almighty God... - : 
God be Merciful- to my. 
Sim, for it is great. - 


r- prehending the danger of. K 
humane cognizance more * 
than the pats of ” 


E have finned canichs:* T: - 


the Love of God, by loyy.”. - 
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E- ty fel and my own 
E--- ging 3 Intereſt Tm 

2: all things. 
_ I have gone to the 
} Houſeof God, more out 
- * of reſpe& to my. Repu- 
 tation,than Love or Gra- 


wa. 4 
— 


E- titude to lum. 
Eo Þ haye been a Lover of 
-. my ownSenſualities more 
"© thana Lover of God, 

; = [ have. nor taken half 
© fo much delight in my 
| - Prayers as in my Diver: 
.*.  tiſementsof Buſineſs : In 

| Reading: Books of Deyo- 
+. tion, as in Romarces ol 

C awedies. 

a Thaveoften forgot my 
Prayers, caring little for 
In thols Pleaſures which at are 


atwod. tr ins RET Lg” Crip” © EIN EG 


rnd jad oY ami 


— _———  — 


at the Right Hand of 


-veth to the. Duſt, and 
Rubbiſh of this World. 


; ſpeCt or diſtance were to 


L191 
God ; but my Soutclea= 


L have been too raſhin + 7 
offering-my own Extem- 
pore Petitions to God, 
which I would not offer 
to any Great Man upon 
Earth, making more bold 
with the Majeſty « of God 
than with that of a Mor- 
ral Prince, as 1f more re- © 


be obſervd towards Man 
than God. 3 
IT have Mil- conftru'd oa 1 
the Scriptures; and parti- - 
cularly Saint Payl's E- 
piſtles concerning the 
matter of Adoption, Fi- 
NY lia - 


34 & 


77M) 
Lal treſpel towards God. 
All which TT have done, 


not as,became a true Ser. 


vant . of that God who 


'_ has been fo gracious to 


me. 
God be Mereifal t0 me 


-4 Dinner. 


II. Commandment, Thou 


ſhalt not make to thy ſelf 


any Graven Image, RC. 
I have through Igno- 
rance of this. Command 
ment been an Enemy to 
-all External Eons 


. 1n the Houſe of God, 

_ bowing at the BIcſſed 
Name of Jeſus, receiving 
the Sacrament, with re- 


Toll on our Knees, Or 
7 ” al 
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ling many things Impi- 
oully by . the name of Su- 
perſtition , whilſt I un- 
derſtood not the Scriptu- 
ral and true meaning of 
that word. - _ 

I have called it no leſs 
than Idolatry, the giving 
any reſpeCt to a Crucifix, . 


or Picture of my Saviour, .- | 


Whilſt I made a God of 
my ſelf, or of my: Intere#, 
which the Scripture:calls 
Idolatry, Coll. 3.-5., © * 


I have exclaim' d NY: - | | 
eainſt Idolatry , whiltT--- 


made no Conſcience - of - 1 
Sacriledge, or uſurping _ 
the Means of the Church. 


T - have neyer ſerved |} 
God with that humble, © : 
ÞDQ4 m4 


AS + 
 lowproſtration of Body, 
.._ nor yet with that intenſe - 


of Devotion of Soul - as 

Ti - | 

| God be merciful to me 
4 STHHCY. 


ML Commandment, 


Thow ſhalt not take the 
Name of the Lord thy God 
7 Ulilh. 5 

- TI have been a cuſto- 
mary vain Swearer in my 
_ Ordinary Converſe,with- 


. »." out any regard to the 


Tremendous Name ' of 
God , which is only to 
be mention'd with Ado- 
ration and Bleſſing. _ 

-. I have Sworn fallly, 


f 


f. - knowing it ro be falſe, 
Ve Ee 
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and. ſometimes: F have 
Sworn in my doubtful- 
nels or uncertainty of the 
matter, whether true or 
RS. - 


T have given my Pro- | | 


miſfary Oath without any 


intention or care to pers 


form the ſame. 
I have Sworn Inno- 
cent Perſons out of their 


Livelihoods'or Eftates,to © | 


ſerve my Malice or Inte- 
pete | 


I have taken Cove- - 
nants or Engagements - 


impos'd on me by Rebel- - 


lious andUſurp'd Powers. 


But chiefly I have . 


| forgotten the Covenant 


which I made with God } 


> "TMCT 
|. 1n my Baptiſm, nor |} ; 
{ minded thoſe committed || 
 . to my Charge, of their 
 __ Obligationto performthe 
ſame. . 


- C 

I have been accuſtomed || a 

to Bann or Curſe my ſelf || 

or my Neighbours ; and | n 

have heard the Name of || þ 
God Blaſpem'd, without 

 reproving the Parties: 

- - TI have neglected tof 

{., CorreCt my Servants or || - 
tl children for” lightly 

. - Uſiing the Name of God. ff », 

| -.{ T have Suborn'd Wit- G 

 nefſles to Perjure them: || ye 


|  lelves for my Intereft. * || ar 
 -= LThave not been ſoſen-|| 
; -  fibleasIoughtof the Per: || $& 
' _ juries of theſe Nations, || 
A | - Mul- 
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Multitudes Swearing - 
| Pro and Cox to matters - 
1 | which they have never 

r | underſtood nor conſider'd |} 
- Lhave received the Sa- - |} 
crament of Chriſt's Body 
d | and Blood, with Promiſes -. f 
lf | and Reſolutions of A>  Þþ 
d mendment, and have _ F 
ff | broken them all. «it 


O 


I'V. Commandment, 
0 Remember that tho keep il 
Yr | Holy the Sabbath day.  F#$ 
ly | T have often negleQed + | 
d. | going to the Houſe of |} 
t- | God; and as often beha= 
n- | ved my ſelf Indevoutly- 
NJ and Irreverently ther  F# 
n-| Inftead of minding the + | 
| Service of God, my . {þ 
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- - viceof God, or from th: 
OW ccrament;whan thetruf 
RR | cauk _ 


FL1)- 


" Thoyhe have run _ 


-, my Pleaſures, or Secular 
*<Buſineſs.. 
I have gone to the 


E Houle of God without 


any Previous Reflections 


On my Sins, or ill Lite, 


and rather to ſatisfie my 


. Curioſity of hearing the 
F - Sermon, than to Praiſe 
E :--* God, or Confels my Sins, 


Thave ſpent the Sunday 
or Holj-day in the Tavers 
or Ale-Heole, or at Home 


- Thave paſs'd. the day in 
: Luxury or Vanity.” 


 Thavepretended Scru 
ples of Conſcience to ab: 
ſeat my ſelf from the Ser 


C147] 
cauſe his kn - want. W- 
Devotion in my_heart. * 
I have ſometimes cot + 
| fes'd my fins, and re- * 
\t | turn'd to them again. T 
a5} have never fully refolv'd "} 
e | to amend my lite, or I +] 
w have receiv d the Holy 
ref Sacrament without any | 
{| previous Confeſſion of 
1c. | fins to my Lawful Paſtors ' 
according to the advice 
of the Chur ch-Exhortati- 
nel 0 before the Commuztlon. 
of The Inclinations ahd -- 
| AfﬀeCtions of my Soul are-- mY Tk 
4 ſet upon t! things On Earth, __ 
a4 and not upon things it. =] 


e Heayen, 4 
thi 90 be mercifh xl t0. me v3 F: -q 


P 


Wi Scond Table I have _ n- 
-: ned, Not ſo. jo 


_ Eikewiſt againſt the 


Neighbour as my ſelf, hat 
I have ſeldom Tha 


-.of- doing to others as-I 
would have them do Un- 

TO We, 
72 T have: never: regarded 
any. man turther than 1 


. thought him in 'ſome 


meaſure capable to ſerve 
-or to hurt me -1n- the Mat 
yo of my. Inter eſt. 


=; Coinmandinint, - 
If " _ thy. Father and 
.* thy Mother, &c. 

A —_ 'F be ave been {ſtubbora' 
[ aod diſobedient ods 
- My. Natur al Parents.,. 
: _ 


my heart, or openly 8 
-vitd them. 


| Ef too Good to own 


: aotioe of their Advice. 


_ cles omg T; be 3 
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not - [4 > rebel as” I L 4 


ought. | i 

| Fhave deſpisd them i in #8 
I have thought my 

them, or too wiſe to take 


I have-not to the: beft --— Ml 
of my Power Comforted >. F 


or Reliev'd them in their_ 


Wants or Weakneſſes. ' 
_ Thaveoftenwimn'd for: 
their Death that tg 


enjoy. their Eſtate ; and 
_ follow.the delifes of wy 
_own Heart. 


"Againſt the King and, I 
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"Het inmy Thoughts and 
_ Words. 
 Thave tiken Pleaſure 
in Reading Libels againſt 
his Perſon or - Governs 
| ment; or murmur to 
© Pay him 'Tribute. 
 - + F have. Promoted or 
= Abetted Deſigns for Dif- 
W, inheriting the Rightful 
. Heir to the Crown; and 
extinguiſhing *'the Mo- 
nary of theſe Nati- 
- pretending Religt- 
-on a Vil the true reatons 
-were the Pride,Envy and 
-Sedition -of -my own 
Heart. —_ 
 . Thadtoo oreat a Hand 
 * -in the Rebellion againſt 
las Charles the Firſt of 
Bleſſed 


| Bleſſed May , 5 by” 
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Preaching it up under the- 
pretext of Reformation, 
to the ruine of many 
Thouſand Families, and* 
the loſs of one hundred | 
thouſand Lives : the voice _ 
of whoſe Blood juſtly 
cryes to Heaven ain 
me. This O God I con- 
feſs and bewail , the're- II 
membrance of it is grie- i 
vous unto me. . _ 
Have mercy upon me. | 
As for a at 
Parents the Paſtors of the 
Church, I have thought 
my own -reafon wiſer _ 
than all their Laws: or 
C eNOS. = 
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-Drie} © 
I never regarded my 
"Wriours words, He that. 


will not hear the Church, - 


" then and « Publican. 
; . Thavediſpisd my own 
. Prieft or Paftor, and m_ 
my Pariſh Church, 


_ pleaſe My Itching _ 


thoriz'd Preachers. © _ 
I have detain'd., or 


__ of the Church.  _- 
Heart and refus'd to turn 
_ ways. 


. Towards all my Supe- 
rlours I have been ſtnb- 


tet hine be to thee an Hea- 


Foes 4 


with the new Phraſes of 
 Sebiſmatical- and Un-au- | 


B _ grudgingly paid. tlie Dues | 
2 * T have hardned my 


from the Errours of my 


born. 


Wnt FOA Md OO) > -t ol 7. 


_ 


dt a AAA. D—_—— 


Trez7. 
Þorn and 4 TY 
. Towards my Inferiours, + 
my $:rvants and others, 
' muſt confeſs I have been - 
Vain and Peeviſh, Impa- 
tient and Domineeri ing, 
as if nothing but my own ' 
Excellencies had diſtin 
- guiſh'd me from other 
Mortals. 
I have turt'd away- 
my Servants upon every” 
flight-miſdemeanor ; for-. 
vetting that I muſt. one 
day render an account of 


my own Actions. _ 
_ I have nezlefted the. 


Infirudtions of my Ser<. | 1 


vants , preferring their 
Attendance on. my. buiſt- 
neſs, before the. great. 

 #- 4. © cots 


F,. concernof their Salvati-, 

E' : - Of on > 9 

—}- - TI have often detain'd 
er curtail'd their Wages, 

 provokd their Spirits,. 

exacted too hard Duty 

- from themand too juper- 

. -Cliliouſly lorded it over 

=n them. > 

L _ For the Duty of Se 

vants towards their Ma- 

ſters, I have often neg- 

| leQted it, orperform'd it 

LE with Eye-ſervice.. 

p-—- Ihavebeen neither Juſt 

{ nor Honeſt, norſocareful- 

. of my Buſineſs as became 

t agood dervant;or a good || 

| - Chriſtian. _ 

t- For the Duty of 

>  Husbands. towards their 

E.. Wives, 


Ld 


'B 


"" T53-- _ 
Wives, I have ill PR Ig LY 4 
my Wife in- Words or- + 
1 Deeds, and been bitter -; 
T paint. her upon.. every. 
, || © little Accident, or I have 
7 | been jealous-without evi=. ©. 
- dent cauſe; | 
ri TI have provok d-my- 
Husbands Anger. by my iſ 
=. | vain Carriage or Undu-. 
- | tiful Words,far from that - MW 
- | Love, Honour or Obedi= MW 
t- ENCE which I Promiſed. } 
Tn a word, I have had 8 
t | very little regard to the } 
lj Fifth Commandment. | +] 
e | five Murmurd againſt *_ 
+ | allmen in Authority,and - 
put Siniſter Interpretati= © ! 
f | Ofis upon all therrAdtions.. 1 
Fr. God be merciful to me 2 
a ſer... is, 


_ [256] 
VL Commandment. 
3 Thou ſhalt not Kjll. 
.— I have Murder'd my 
F Adverſary with myHeart 
and Tongue, though not 
with my Hands, I have 
Cheriſh'd all the Seeds of 
Murder in my Heart, as |. 
Anger, Hatred , Envy, 
non ,Uncharitablenels | 
j L4- I have been frequent- || 
| ly Guilty of Immoderate | 
Anger, Peeviſh and diſ- ||. 
| ques at Triftes and h 
| little Miſcarriages- of 0- 
 thers. My Anger hath 
t ſwelld into ſuch wrath . 
+ and fury. | | 
!— Thavebeen mindful-of 
4 Wrong , and wats 


4.4087 Cs 
of Benefits. Going _to_ 
Law more out of Malice 
then Matter, more out of 


Pride or Revenge, than _ -. 


for Rightcouſnels ſake. 

I have. Envy'd the 
Eſtates or Fortunes of o+ - 
thers, their Parts or En* 
dowments , Credit or E- 
ſtzem. 

T have purſu' d my 

Worldly Intereſts to the 
ruine ar Death of others. - 
- IT have been Unmerci-- 
ful in not relieving the. 
Neceſſities of the Poor 
and Indigent, of the Sick 
and in Priſon. 


T have itos much con-—-- 


tributed to the ruine of 
other Peoples Souls by - 
BE my 
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- my in Example, n vile 


Behaviour; by temp- 
ting or alluring them to. 
Drunkenefs or Unchaſti- 
ty, by conſenting tay or 
not reproving 'their 
03 or by.not admoniſh- 
ng them as. opportutiity 
er'd, or my Uuty re- 
qui Th 


[ have del iohted. to. 
-hear of the Diſgrace, Loſs. 
_ or Death of others. © 


 T have been extreamly. 


- wanting in all kinds of 
_ Chriſtian Charity , whe- 
ther Corporal or un 


-rual.” 
I have C heriſh'd an-ilt 


Tx emper of ' Mind, fav 


from that Gentleneſs, 
Meck- 


Vi- 


. 
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Meckaeſ or Goodack - = 
which becomes a trueDif: - 
i ciple of Chriſt my Say 
- our. - So far have'T been 
from- loving my Neigh- - | 
| bour 'as my Self, that I 
havenot lovd my {elf a- 
right, 
ready way todeſtroy my 
"Self by Intemperance of 
\'Drinking , x Inconti- 
-nence or La | 
or over-much- ſollicitade 
for the Periſhing things | 
'of this World, or for 
_ want of Prudence 3 in the 


[159]. 


but taken the by 


iviouſnels, 


ſuppreſſion of my unruly 
Paſnons and Delires, ! 


VI Commandment. u 


Thou ſhalt not commit 
diner. TO, 4% -þ 


». & Ja ” 3.4 
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HH ' ['160-- 
b- bf. 'Y hive Rldom : lit 
8 and very often conſented 
E -to. the Temptations of 
_ the Fleſh, 
+ Thaveentertain'd Idle 
; and Unchaſte 'Fhovghts, 
-which I did not forth- 
with. caſt out of my. 
_ Heart, but ſuffer'd them 
to. dwell there till they 
grew up into Wicked 
--- and Abominable __ 
A =h T have. Sollicited or” 
| _ 'Tempted others to Sin 
uM Diſhoneſt WordsjLet- 
ters or, Gifts. ; 
\. TI have made it my | 
- Buſineſs to Corrupt my |} 
.. Neighbours Husband. 
{+ 'E have not Mortiffed 
or "—w by. Abſtinence, 
Ma- 


% y 


yarn Www 


-accaſions of this fi n, but | 


- them, 


Oo 


or vain in my Apparel, to- 


2 * It 0 T1 
making no Conſtience of © 
the Days. . Antiently-ob- * 
ſerv'd by the Church. 4 

' T have not ſhun'd the + | 


have fomented my Luſts 0 
by making Provifien tor - 


T have taken all oppor 
tunities to, inflame my 
Rebellious Appetite, by 
Drink or Idle Company, 
whereby my Heaft hath 
been eſtranged from thee 


I have been too Coſtly = 


intice the Eyes of Eovers, 
Or to 241 an empty re-. 
ſpect. from the World: * 
God be Merciful to me © L 
a Sinzer..- VIE. I. j 


w- "T1 5 2 I | 
-'yIL t Orman. 
*Thou ſhalt not Steal. 
__—. have been deceitful 
- in Buying and Selling, I] 
| have -Purloined other 
_- *-mens: Goods or Money, 
-which I have never yet 
reſtored nor given fatis- 
-faction for. EL 
I have Out-witted or 
=" Over-reach'd {uch as have 
dealt with me, A 
T have Bought Stollen T 
-Goods, knowing themto. 
-be ſuch,and have detain'd 
*what I knew of right be- 
| _'Jongedtoothers: 
jt T have with-held the FJ. 
| * Wages due unto my Ser- || : 
|< "ants or Workmen. "= 
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T have bor row 4 with- - 
out care of Paying again, 
.or upon other mens Se- 
curity to leave them in 


the Larch. 


I have taken Udury . 
without any mercy, -or . * 
conſideration -of the in-_ 


evitable Chances which 


happen'd to my Debtors. 


When the .Poor or 


diſtreſs'd have called to WM 


me for Relief, I have 
turn'd the Deaf. Ear, and 


given them harſh Lan- 


guage inſtead of an Alm, 


1] have -not .been {ſo-- 


Merciful-to the AMifQted 
as-my Ability and their 


fad condition -did . re- 


quire. 
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— t could find Money to 
l ſpenduponmy own need- 
__ kſ6Pleaſures,but noneto 
relieve the wanting and 
and necefſitous People. I _ 
have conſum'd that E- 
fate by Gaming,. Prink- 
ing, &r.whereby 1 might 
have done good toothers.. 
Deal not with me, O God, 

after my Sins. 


IX, Commandment. 
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe 
out thy Neighbour. 
' T have not been care- 


$ j fat to ſpeak the Truth at 


all times, but have fſuffer- 

ed my Tongue to be. the 
_ inſtrument of manifold 
Lyes, - Officious Lyes, 
Plat 


EY 


"T65)-- Was 2 
Flattering Lyes, Diſſinw- - 
lation, and ' pr _Y  ] 

| more kindneſs. to ſi 
and ſuch,. than has been 
in my Heart towards | 
ou 

L have Accus d others, # 
and teſtified againſt them. 
out of Envy, Hatred or 
Fo 

T have lovd to ſpeak © 
words that might do hurt ' 
to my Neighbour, Thave | 
been too apt to receive * 
and ſpreadill Reports,nos 


caring whether True or 
_ Falle.. 


I have tall'd. of the 
Mote- in my Brothers 
Eye to his Diſparage- - 
ment, but could not ſhe 

| Q2 _ ay ; 


wm OE 
| . "my own Infinite DefeQs. 
: ÞY Enter not in. Judgement 


Lord. 


X. Commandment. 
Thou ſhalt not covet thy 
Neighbours Houſe , thou 
| fhalt notcevet, &c. 
| --- -I have ſinfully coveted 
þ _ other mens Goods or E- 
{| * Mates, Wives or Servants, 
F Envying ther Conditt- 
| on, and diflatisfied with 
| my own. 
'F._. Thave Food and Rai- 
ment, but no Content. 


| -grefling Gods moſt Righ- 
| teousLaws. My ſecret 


with thy Servant, O 


| _- Thus I have ſinned and 
- done wickedly by Franf- 


{ins 


[167], 
ſins are innumerable, ſins + 
| ſecret to the Workd,com- 
-mitted before thee 0 3 
God, and under the wit- 
neſs of my own Con- 
ſcience. 
| Tam confounded with L 
; | the multitude of them, = 
the remembrance is grie- 
1 || vous untome,the burden  K 
- | of themis intolerable. 
;, | Have Mercy upon me, 
j. | O God, for thy Son our 
h | Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake,, 
ſtrengthen me in all 
i- | Goodneſs, and bring me 
to Ever laſting Life. | 
Thus if we confeſs our 
ſins, God is Faithful and 
juſt to forgive us our. ſins; 
F aithful and juſt to what* 


-, Even * 


[1689 ES ; 

= ""Hean to hisown Promiſe, || - 
 * whichhe hath thrice re- || 4 
|  peated in the Goſpel, 
| Whoſoever ſins ye remit, 
. they are remitted unto 
' them, GC. or | 


| — He that Confe feth aud | 
=. ZForſaketh his þ ins ſbel 
-— ou ach 
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"An s Apes concerning. 


I 


Lawful Paſtors, 


Hope the Reader, 
after ſerious conſide- 
ration of the- Pr emiſles, 


- will acknowledge it a 


matter highly expedient 
if not neceſſary, to con- 
ſult bis Lawful Paſtors ; 
unleſs he would be left to - 
himſelf in the great con- 
cern: of Salvation. But 


who are Lawful Paſtors, . * 
and who. not, is the un- "oY 


happy controverſy; about © 

which the Reader per-. 

haps may expect I ſhould | 
lay ſomewhat. _ | 

Believe not every Sirlt 

- ( laith. 


EM / 
EO, : 
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/Eith $: «Yale j Fbenaaf FA 
- many falſe. Prophets are 
gone out int0 the World : 
| Alſo of your own [elves 
* ſballmen ariſe,ſpeaking per-- 
verſe things(laith S. Paul) 

. 20 draw away Diſciples 
 afier them. Of this ſort 
are they which creep into 
Houſes and lad captive 
fill Women, '2-T\m. 3. 6. 
Why ſo many caytions 
./ about. Falſe RT woe 
- might every man , who 

 _ thinks himſelf. Gifted. S 

”. taikeupon him to.be the 

- Paſtor of our Souls? 

Among other mar ks 

| therefore whichtheScrip- 
| turegiveus whereby to 
B "> a Falle. ay: 2 


this. 


[17 


"this is one, vis. want RY 


Miſſion. For as it is proper 


for all true Miniſters not 
«to preſume to Preach be- 
| fore they be ſent ; ſoit - 
is for all Falſe Miniſters 


to run before they he ſent, 
and to Preach their own 


Opinions without Autho- 


rity. Who are therefore 


faid in Scripture,to come, 


but never to be lent : All - 


they (faith our Blefſed Sx- 


vidurinks came before me 


are Thieves and Robbers; 
that is, All who came of 


their own Heads un-ſent 


and un-commanded ; ar- - 
rogating that Licenſe to 
Themſelves, which God _ 
AEver gave them, abuſing 

R the - 3 


4 "L 172 

the Name of God , and 
crying J thus faith the 
Lord, when he never ſaid 
ſo, nor meant ſo. This 
then is apparent,that /ay- 
ful Miſſion 18 Eſſential to 
a True Paſtor, winch 
 Catvizhimielt (1 wonder 
at it) confeſſes, and gives 
this reaſon for it, viz- Ne 
 homines zaquieti arc turbu- 
lenti temere. ſe ad docen- 
alum wel regendum 7718 e= 
raxt : Leaſt Factious azd 
Secitions men ſhould im: 
trude themſelves into the 
ore Funition, Inlt. lib4q. 
| SeCt. 10. 14 

hb gan Top is ad ,tor 

1 e away:.the ncceſlity of 
Ni:{hon, and YOU OPEN 4 
| SP 


gap for all Impoſtyures * 
and all confuſion to enter. 
into'the Church, as- our 
eyes have ſeen. 
. He therefore, that 
would underſtand the 
Foundation of Religion,- 
eſpecially in relation to 
Diſſeaters, let him reduce 
| | the Controverſy to this 
narrow point : Waving 

' the Queſtion about Ord; F 
nation, whether Presby- 


' | 7erian Orders may be va- 
id or no ? And fuppoting, 
; but not granting, that 


Diſffenting Preachers were 
true Presbyters: The- 
ſhort Query is, who did 
F Authorize Calvin, Knox © 
_ or. their Followers to I 
| S 2 Preach M 


. j 
#5 
- - 


Preach the - Antient Lz- 
. &#rgy Of the- Church ? 
It is vain to reaſon 
_ "with them upon any -0- 
; * ther Topick than- that of 
_ their Mifvon:; For if that 
' -enot queſtioned ,- they 
will have ſpecial things 
\ enoughtoalledgein their 
own Defence. 
| Somebody muſt ſend 
 . - them by an Ordinary or 
- Extraordinary GCommul- 
| ſion, or they muſt run of 
| .their own Heads: For 
he that enters not by the 
'* door, (of an Ordinary or 
| Extraordinary ' Commiſ- 
| fion) the ſame is a Thief 
- azd a Robber , faith our 
* - Bleſſed Saviour. Fur & 
| latre 
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ns 

latro eft qui # nemive miſ< 
ſus niſs a ſeipſo, {aid St. 
Cyprian : He enters not by 
the door as Honeſt men ao, 
bit ſeeks Windows , Cor- 
ners,0r by ways of- his own: © 
As if the Divine Provis © 
dence were wanting; 
(when neceflity otonrye: 
to ſend Preachers into the 
Church, or to furnifh 
them with ſufficient Cre- 
dentials, fo as to leave 
us without excuſe. . Did 
ot the Hand of God ſtrike 
Uzzah with ſuddain Deaths 
for putting forth his Hand 
wecommandedto ſupportthe 
Ark from falling ? 2 Sam. 
6. and Xjng Uzziah with 
a Leproſie to the day of his 
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: .. Death, for preſuming. ts 
ht offer Incenſe; which apper- 
taind to the Priefts alone? 
2 .Chron.26. 19. Are not 
theſe things written for 
our Inſtruction 9 
Tf then Calvin, Kzox, 
&c. Preach'd by virtue of 
their extraordinary Gifts, 
we deſire ſome evidence 
of it beyond the Parts of 
Luther, Apinglins,Socinus, 
- and other Reformers : If 
by an Ordinary Commil- 
fion, we deſire to know 
the expreſs words there- 
of, together with the 
Name of that Biſhop or 
Biſhops from whom they 
received it. Were they 
 RomanCatholick Mops 


om 
v %, «0 
. 
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All the World knows, } 
they give no Commiſſion . . F 
to Preach any other 
Dottrine or Diſcipline, - 
then that of their own 
Church ; no more do the 
Biſhops of the Church of-_ 
England. 

This Qzery, who ſent 
them, hath been often *Þ 
as5ked but never an{wer-' . $ 
ed; nor indeed cana Preſ* 
byterian contrive any An= 
{wer for himſelf, but the WW 
Independant, Socinian,and W 
Azabaptiſt Preachers wil HK 
give the ſame for them» K 
ſelves. oY 

Will he pretend neceſ- W 
ſity ? They alſo.will tell _ 
him, Woe be to Them '\f KM 
| 84 they i 
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zothing more. Did he re- 


ceive his Call from the 4 
People? Their Myſters- 
will exceed his. Although 


| the Peoples Call without 


' a Commiſſion from God,. 
or . his Church ,, could 


never yet Authorize a 


Preacher of the Goſpel ; 


our Bleſſed Saviour and 


his Apoſtles (who are our 
Patterns) having never 


receiy'd any Call from 


.the People, nor ever ex- 


pected any... 
To ſay he Preaches no- 
thing but Scripture,is not 


; 3 $: 1 FF. 
Will he be try d by the - 
_ Scriptures? They deſire 


only the matter in Que-. 
— {tion, 
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wholly Impertinent ;. the, | 
Query being, who gave . } 


_ Im Commiſſion to Preach 
| _ and Divulge his own In- 
terpretation of Scripture?” - 
evaſion left him, and that. 
15 to-pretend a Commul= 
fion fromthe Waldenſes.. 
But-this will not do ; for- 
Peter Waldo a Merchant 
of Lyoxs,Founder of that KI 
Sect, farting up about MB 
the Eleventh Century h 
The Queftion remains. 
{till , from whence had 
he his Mjftos ! Beſides, 
that the 'Tenets of this 
Religion are not the 
fame, but vaſtly dilagree- 


_ ing 
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ing with thoſe of Calvin, 


Kyox, &c. And we find 
Calvin himſelf in. his E- 
piſtle to the King of Po- 
' land, dated December;ath. 


1554. thus confefſing the 


matter, viz. O1mnino ex- 
traordinarium fuit hoc miu- 


rus quod Dominus nobis 


injunxit, dam opera u0* 
ſftra ad colligendas Eccle- 
frasuſws eft, &c. that 1s, 
This Office which the Lord 
had enjoynd him for the 
gathering of new Churches, 
was wholly extraordinary. 
See the Volumn of his 
Epiſtles Printed at Ge- 


The not conſidering this 


matter hath brought a 
| | world 
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{J world of Confuſgon up- 
on theſe Kingdoms ; and 
till the People be made. 
| fenfible of it, we are-ne- | 


ver like to ſee an end of 


our Religious Diftratt@ -. 


"Tis remarkable how 


Presbyterians 1n the year 
1641, Rebelling againſt 


the Eftabliſh'd Church, - 


and Preaching up their 
own Opinions without 
Authority , taught the 
| Trndependants and other 
Setts the way to Sup- 
plant themſelves ; Inſo- 


miuch,that about the year 


646. They. and their Co- 


venant began to be run 
down by the new Lights 


ſprung 


x: 


"i 80 


ES [ »$: 2 T 
- ſprung out of their own 
Bowels. 


This brings to my res-. 


- mnbrancn a remarkable 
Letter of- Oliver Crom- 


wet 5 to the Miniſters of - 
Edinburgh, dated Septem-- 

_ - ter 1609, which you wlll. 
find printed in Whztlock's. 
Memoria of the late 


Times. 
They had writ to him 
to Expoeſtulate the Con- 


fidence of his Officers in 
' taking upon-them to-be 


Preachers of the Goſpel ; 
to which he Anſwers in. 
theſe Wards, viz. 
What 1s able hut to de=- 
vy Chriſtians their Liber-- 


”,. and fo afanme $0 your 


| ſelves: 


tic 


1 
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 ſelwes the Infallible Chai? M| 

Where do you find in Scrip- 

_ ture, that Preaching is ins 
cluded in your Funition ? 
Though a Commiſſion from 

men have Oraer in it, and 
| may do well ; but we hope 
|} he that aſcended up on high 
may give hisGifts to whom 

| he pleaſes; And if ſuch 
Gifts be the Seal of Mil- 
ſion,be not Envious though 
Eldad avd Medad Pro- - 
phecy. Indeed you Erre 

" | throwgh miſtake of the 

a criptures ; aCommiſsion 

> [from Men being an Aﬀt of C. 

 VConveniency; but not of ":Mf 
 Uerceſsity, fogivefaculty IFy 

© to Preach the Goſpel, &c. 
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. 'Theſe are his Words; 


I think, "never to be an- 
 {wered by thole' Krk- 
zen , ſtanding to their 
own Principles ; For why 
might not his' Officers. 
(Gifted men) Preach and 
Pray without Licenſe 
from the Presbyterians, 


as well as the Presbyteri- 


ans Without Authority 
from the Old Eftabliſh'd 
Church * Dy 

If it be ſaid, Presbyte- 


1ian Minifters are men of | 


Learning and Piety, and 
therefore not to be Inter- 


dicted : Tanſwer, them- 


{elves do not allow every 
Learned and Pious man 
to Preach without Lt- 
_ cenle 


ne m——_—_———_— ? a —_ | pane 
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cenie ; and why. :ihould' þ 
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the Eſtabliſh'd Church 


allow it, : without Impo- 


| ſition of the Hands of. 


ſome Biſhop, who in a 


conſtant Succeflion from 


the Apoſtles hath Autho- 


rity ta give it! Saint Paul 


himſelf (though EleGted 
to the Apoſttefhip by an 


1nmediate Call from _ 
_ Heaven) muſt not enter ' 


on his Office without Li- 
cexe and Impoſition of 


| the Hands of the Chureh. 


But ſometimes - they 
will anſwer , That theis 
Miziffers (lome of them) 
aid receive Orders from 
the Church of England. 
It ſo, I demand, Was 

| ſuch 
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| 3 ; wal id: Yea or no? If 
| j Ws good , by what Autho- | 
re - rity have they taken up- | 
. . *o them to aboliſh ir, to- 
-oether with the whole | 


Order of Biſhops ? It not 


valid, what will become 


of their Orders? 


- And thenT pray them.| 


to fatisfie us as to theſe 
ew Queries, 


TT. Can a Honeſt 9418 
Preach again the Order, 


Liturgy or C onſtitution of 
any Church hy Virtue of 


anyC onemiſhon he receiv d 


from it ? And whether( 
[ach Preacher be not tyable | 
to the Cenſures of that | 
Church ? 1: Cas] 
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1- IL Canamanturnin- 
| dependant or Anabaptift- 
| Preacher by virtue of the. 
 Miniftry he receiv d from: 
the Presbyterians ? 


| HNLF Miſfhonbe.z Spt>- 
-ritual. Power , whether 
| | Temporal Magiſtrates or - 

*Senates- may. . confer the 
(ame? 


TV: Did ever any Church 
Authorize her Prieſts, or | 
- Miniſters #6 go and Preach 

of we 

of the Goſpel after their own -. 

| private Senſe or Conſci- 2: 

-ence in contradiction to 
, | her declar 4d DofFrine or © 
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|  ' Perhaps you will an- 
| ſwer, in caſe the Church 
be manifeſtly corrupted - 
with Superſtition and  - 
Idolatry, why may not 
Able men Preach with- 
out any Commiſſion ?_ 
' Very good:, Cromnels 
Officers defir'd no more 
_ againſt the Kzrk, as we 
{hall ſee by and by mani- 
feitly corrupted. _ "This | 
is {till the matter 1n que- 
ſtion. What it the Church 
finds theſe men of Abi- 
litites manifeſtly Intoxt-- 
cated with Miſtakes of 
Holy Scripture ?: With a 
Spirit of Perverſeneſs,and 
a defire of Change ? Or . 
perhaps an EvikEye at - 
| \the. 
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the Means of cheChureks 4 
What 1s to be-done in -: 
this Caſe ? The Scrip- 


Wt 


ture you will ſay muſt - 
determine the matter. 
This is the Ankver of all 


Fa&tious, and Parties of 


what Name ſoever. The 
Scripture admits of va- 


rtous Conſtructions ; and 
I would fain know what 


Party {hall ever be Con- 


vic, that muſt be tryed 
by a Law whereof them- 
ſelves muſt be Interpre- 


ters? 


' Now as for Preaching 
withont a Commiſion, 
in caſe of a corrupted 
Church, let us ſee- what 


Opinion the Cromwellias 
$2 - and 


a <a. reach _———_ —_— — OE 
| and TodependaniPreachers * 
£ had of the Presbyteri an 


| "Reformation. 
TL prom the year 1647. 
{ the Prevbyterian Mani- 
fters of Lancaſhire com- 
 plaindto the Parliament, 
\ JAHoy the Independants 
and other Sets had com- 
pared the Covenant 70 the 
Alcoran of the Turks, the 
Maſs of the Papiſts, and 
Service-Book of the Pre- 
lates. . And how they [aid 


" #f was a Brazen Serpent 


Fit to be broken in pieces, 
and ground to Powder, ra- 
* ther then men ſhould fall 
t. down, and Worſhip i, 
F Harm. Conſent, pag. 20. 
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| bytery, which lay #2 the 
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' Mr. Dell an Indepem + 


dant Minifter calls Pres- 


-bytery, A new Form of 


that Myſtery of Iniquity, 
which had been ſo long in © 
working. Epittle before 
his Sermon of Right Re- 
formationPreach'd to the 
Ramp Parliament. 
Mr. Feak a Fifth Mo- 


 warchy Preacher , called 
- the Covenant, The great 


Idol of the two Kingdoms. 

_ You (hall find the fame YN 
Jpirie of Tyranny 2» the * 
Perfum'd Bed of the Pref 


Pollated Bed of the Papa» 
cy, {aid Mr. Sterry Crom- 
wel's Chaplain , Epiſtle 


before his Thanksgruing 
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K om, or 5 or this Vidtory y: 
At W | oh SO = | 
The Presbyterians (aid 
Hugh Peters mn a Pam- J 
2 phlet of his) are. no other || - 
E , then Gibeonites, * who || 
#. . might helpto Hew Stones, 
and Square Timber for « || © 
Ct more Glorious Reforma- 
E- tion... * Þ 
E: : iThe Aſſembly of Di- 
>: vines (laid was th ) have © 
& - two Horns like a Ram, but 
bk.  « Month like a Dragon. 
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E - Mr. - Burton an. Inde- 
I _ \ pendent Preacher beſtow!?d 
this CharaQter on Pre/- 
F byterian Government,T hat 
t.  & would bring us under 
B perpetual Slavery , worſe 
" "ow either Fgype or Ba- 
b SOT Ins bien 
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| 1 Cformn, De ane, 
Uniformity was: Stiled 


4 "the Burden of © the- far NY 
the Bandag: 2 of the 
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_ Thus we ken no nd of. 
\ Refrain, no nag he 
_ ofa Church or State, -2- 
neceſſity of a Commiſſion - 


-- being diſpens'd with, 
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